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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1931. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 

of  Llanelly. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  1931  on  the 

Health  Administration  of  the  Borough. 


I am 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  W.  POLE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Health  Department, 

Old  Town  Hall,  Llanelly, 
August,  1932. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 
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*L.  W.  POLE,  M.B.  (Edin.),  D.P.H. 
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Dental  Surgeon  : 

*T.  E.  MATHIAS,  L.R.C.P.  & S.  (Edin.),  L.F.P.S.  (Glasgow), 
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Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Foods  : 
*fR.  EVANS,  M.R.S.I. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

*1.  R.  REES,  C.R.S.I. 

*J.  E.  MARKS,  C.R.S.I. 

Health  Visitors  : 
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Chief  Clerk  : 

M.  E.  SMITH. 

Clerk  : 

W.  J.  SYMMONS. 

Sanitary  Inspectors’  Helper  : 

G.  I.  REES. 

Matron,  Borough  Isolation  Hospital  : 
JKATHLEEN  GRIFFITHS. 

Veterinary  Inspector  : 

J.  C.  HILL,  M.R.C.V.S. 


* Salary  Contribution  by  Exchequer, 

f Certified  Meat  and  Other  Foods  Inspector. 

J Fully  Trained  Nurse. 

§ Certificate  Central  Midwives  Board. 

||  Also  School  Nurse. 
a Health  Visitors’  Certificate. 
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SUMMARY. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres)  2,200 

Population,  1931  (Census — Registrar-General)  38,393 

Population,  1931  (Estimated— Registrar-General)  38,730 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books 

(end  of  1931)  8,396 

Rateable  Value  £155,891 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate £595 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Reference  was  made  to  social  conditions  in  my  report  for  the 
year  1930  (page  5).  Nothing  has  at  present  to  be  added  to  this 
except  to  say  that  there  is  still  a large  amount  of  unemployment  in 
the  chief  industries  in  the  town. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S  VITAL 
STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Total. 

Males.  Females. 

Live 

( Legitimate  .... 

...  548 

264 

284  j 

[ Birth  Rate 

Births 

(Illegitimate  .... 

...  17 

9 

8 

114.58  per  1,000. 

Still  Births  

...  36 

24 

12  j 

' 59.90  per  1,000 
births. 

Deaths 



...  482 

256 

226  j 

( Death  Rate 
( 12.45  per  1,000. 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  in 

public  institutions 13.27 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth  : — 


From  Sepsis  1 

From  other  causes  ......  4 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births: 


74.33 

Legitimate  71.16 

Illegitimate  176.47 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  3 

„ „ Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  — 

„ „ Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  5 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. — The  Llanelly  and  District  Nursing  Associa- 
tion undertake  general  nursing,  but  only  in  the  case  of  subscribers. 
The  home  nursing  of  infectious  disease  is  not  undertaken.  This 
Association  works  independently  of  the  Local  Authority.  The 
Goring  Road  Nursing  Home  has  accommodation  for  medical, 
surgical,  and  maternity  patients.  The  Nursing  Homes  Registration 
Act,  1927,  is  administered  by  the  County  Council. 

Midwives. — Midwives  intending  to  practise  in  the  County, 
including  those  resident  in  the  Borough,  are  required  to  notify 
their  intention  of  doing  so  to  the  County  Council,  which  is  the  Local 
Supervising  Authority.  The  midwives  who  practise  in  the  Borough 
are  not  required  to  state  that  their  practice  is  confined  solely  or 
chiefly  to  the  Borough.  From  an  examination  of  the  notifications 
of  births  received  at  the  Health  Department,  it  has  been  ascertained 
that  during  the  year  1931,  12  midwives  living  in  the  Borough 
actually  practised  in  the  Borough,  or  notified  their  intention  of 
doing  so.  In  addition  to  these,  three  midwives  not  resident  in  the 
Borough  attended  births  in  the  Borough,  while  other  notifications 
were  received  from  Institutions  in  the  town — General  Hospital, 
Poor  Law  Institution,  and  the  Goring  Road  Nursing  Home.  During 
the  year  one  midwife  discontinued  practice.  The  position  in  regard 
to  the  midwives  attending  cases  in  the  Borough  at  31st  December, 
1931,  is  set  out  in  tabular  form  : — - 

Midwives  resident  in,  and  practising  in  the 


Borough — 

All  certified  midwives 12 

Midwives  not  resident  in,  but  practising  in 
the  Borough — 

All  certified  midwives 3 

,,  . . 15* 

Maternity  Nurses  in  the  three  institutions 3 

Total  18 


*One  midwife  discontinued  practice  during  1931. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Name 

Situation 

Nature  of 
Accommo- 
dation 

By  whom  provided 

Llanelly  M.  & C.W. 

Health  Dept.,  Old 
Town  Hall 

*4  rooms 

Town  Council. 

School  Clinic 

Do. 

*4  rooms 

Education  Committee 

Dental  Clinic 

Do. 

f2  rooms 

Education  Committee 

Eye  Clinic 

D,\ 

f2  rooms 

Education  Committee 

Tuberculosis  Insti- 
tute 

Greenfield  Villas 

2 rooms 

Welsh  National 
Memorial  Associa 
tion. 

# Same  rooms  used  for  both  purposes, 
f Same  rooms  used  for  both  purposes. 


Ambulance  Facilities. — An  agreement,  dated  1st  December,  1923, 
was  made  between  the  Corporation  and  the  Priory  for  Wales  of  the 
Order  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  for  the  transport  of 
cases  of  infectious  diseases  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  This  agrees 
ment  is  renewable  at  the  end  of  each  year.  The  Corporation  have 
agreed  to  garage  the  ambulance  free  of  charge  and  pay  an  annual 
subscription  of  £20  to  the  Priory  for  Wales.  The  number  of  times 
the  ambulance  car  was  used  in  1931  was  32.  The  St.  John  Ambulance 
Association  have  made  arrangements  with  the  various  works  and 
mines  in  Llanelly  and  the  outlying  districts  for  the  removal  of  cases 
of  accidents  to  the  General  Hospital. 

Isolation  Hospital. — The  accommodation  provided  for  cases  of 
infectious  disease  was  fully  described  in  my  report  for  last  j^ear 
(page  7)  and  should  be  referred  to.  A tabular  statement  of  all  the 
Hospitals  available  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  area  was  also  set  out. 

Laboratory  Work. — The  laboratory  of  the  Health  Department 
is  principally  used  for  the  examination  of  swabs  for  the  presence 
of  diphtheria  germs.  The  following  is  a statement  of  the  work 
done  : — 


Year. 

1931 

1930 

1929 

1928 

1927 

1926 

Diphtheria  swabs  ex- 
amined 

385 

551 

810 

252 

152 

199 

Sputum  examined  for 
T.B. 

1 

10 

10 

12 
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Special  examinations  of  milk,  food,  and  water  are  made  by 
Dr.  A.  F.  Sladden,  Beck  Laboratory,  Swansea,  and  Mr.  Clarence 
Seyler,  Swansea  (principally  water  analysis).  On  page  31  will  be 
found  the  results  of  the  bacteriological  analyses  of  milk  made  by 
Dr.  Sladden. 

Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  issued  free  of  charge  to  doctors  practising 
in  the  Borough  for  the  treatment  of  persons  unable  to  pay  the  cost 
of  the  antitoxin. 


The  number  of  units  provided  during  the  last  six  years  were  : 


1931 

1930 

1929 

1928 

1927 

1926 

1 , OSS, 0(  0 

744,000 

1,024,000 

776,000 

472,000 

1,084,000 

The  antitoxin  is  supplied  in  capsules  containing  8,000  units  of 
concentrated  antitoxin.  32 ',000  units  were  issued  to  medical  men, 
and  760,000  units  were  supplied  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  the 
treatment  of  patients  there.  During  the  year  antitoxins  for  the  treat- 
ment of  scarlet  fever,  tetanus  and  puerperal  fever  have  been  issued 
to  the  doctors  practising  in  the  Borough. 

Anti-meningococcus  serum  has  also  been  stocked  for  the  benefit 
of  people  unable  to  pay  the  cost  of  this  serum. 

List  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations  relating  to 
the  Public  Health  in  force  in  the  Borough,  with  the  date  of 

Adoption. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  Supplemental  Act,  1850  (No.  3),  confirming 
a Provisional  Order  of  the  General  Board  of  Health,  dated  31st 
July,  1850,  constituting  a Local  Board  of  Health  for  the  District. 
Llanelly  (Local  Board)  Waterworks  Act,  1865  (excluding  Sections 
23  and  33). 

Llanelly  Local  Board  Act,  1888,  Parts  I.,  II.,  III.  (except  Section  31)  ; 
IV.  (except  Sections  37,  38,  41  and  48)  ; Part  V.  (except 
Section  59)  ; Part  VI.  (except  Sections  68,  70,  88)  ; Part  VIII. 
(except  Section  118),  X.,  XI. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  (Section  4). 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Parts  1,  3,  4 and  5). 
Llanelly  (Local  Board)  Waterworks  Act,  1891. 

The  Private  Streets  Works  Act,  1892. 

Public  Plealth  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Parts  II.  (except  Sections 
19,  20,  25,  and  26)  ; III.  (except  Sections  43  and  49)  ; IV. 
(except  Section  56  ; V.,  VI.,  VII.  (except  Sections  81,  82, 
86),  X.  ’ 
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Llanelly  Waterworks  Act,  1909  (with  Bye-laws  thereunder)  (exclud- 
ing Sections  21  and  66). 

The  Llanelly  Corporation  Water  Act,  1920. 

The  Llanelly  Order  1924  Waterworks. 

Ministry  of  Health,  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Act, 
1926,  Llanelly  Order — Provision  of  Ashbins. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925  (Part  II.,  excluding  Sections  20  and  34, 
Part  III.  (excluding  Section  38),  Parts  IV.  and  V. 

The  Llanelly  Corporation  Act,  1929. 


The  following  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  are  in  force  and  were 
confirmed  in  the  year  mentioned  : — - 


C/2 

£ 


PQ 
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(1) .  Markets  (1931). 

(2) .  Slaughterhouses  (1922). 

(3) .  New  Streets  and  Buildings  (1926). 

(4) .  Common  Lodging  Houses  (1892). 

(5) .  Nuisances  (1892). 

(6) .  Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pavements,  and  the  Removal 

of  Refuse,  etc.  (1892). 

' (7).  Trade  of  Soap  Boiler  (1931). 

(8) .  Trade  of  Tallow  Melter  (1931). 

(9) .  Trade  of  Leather  Dresser  (1931). 

• (10).  Trade  of  Tanner  (1931). 

(11) .  Fellmonger  (1931). 

(12) .  Trade  of  Rag  and  Bone  Dealer  (1931). 

1(13).  Trade  of  Fish  Frier  (1931). 

(14) .  Good  Rule  and  Government  (1912). 

(15) .  Houses-let-in-lodgings  (1926). 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year:— 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing 

Acts)  1033 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1446 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  469 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  938 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  31 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  452 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of  formal 

Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers 467 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — - 

(a)  By  owners  3 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  — 


B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  48 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  55 


(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit 

E.  — Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act, 

1925  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  2 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 

of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close — 

F— Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 

house  having  been  rendered  fit  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  — 

Note. — Sections  11  to  15  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925,  have  been 
repealed  by  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  but  the  proviso  to  Section  64  of 
the  Act  of  1930  continues  in  force  any  Closing  Orders  and  Demolition 
Orders  made  before  the  operation  of  the  Act  (15th  August,  1930), 
and  houses  subject  to  those  Orders  must  continue  to  be  dealt  with 
under  the  relative  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1925. 

Schools.—  For  information  as  to  the  sanitary  and  other  conditions, 
of  the  public  elementary  schools  see  page  69. 

Byelaws. — Houses-Let-in-Lodgings. — Byelaws  are  in  operation 
controlling  premises  of  this  kind  ; the  number  of  houses  so  classified 
is  8. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — According  to  the  Preliminary  Report  of  the 
Registrar-General,  the  enumerated  population  of  the  Borough  at 
midnight  on  Sunday,  April  26th,  1931,  was  38,393 — 18,729  males 
and  19,664  females.  This  represents  an  increase  of  population 
since  the  census  of  1921  of  1,873.  The  percentage  increase  was  5.1. 
The  corresponding  increase  for  England  and  Wales  was  5.4  per  cent.. 
The  enumerated  population  was  less  than  I expected,  even  taking 
into  account  the  continuous  fall  in  the  birth  rate  since  1921.  A 
population  in  excess  of  that  enumerated  might  have  been  anticipated 
because  of  the  following  considerations  : — (1)  The  general  death 
rate  has  been  practically  stationary  during  the  intercensal  years, 
about  an  average  of  11  per  1,000.  (2)  The  infant  mortality  rate 

has  shown  a gradual  decrease  especially  during  the  last  five  years. 
(3)  There  has  been  a steady  demand  for  new  housing  accommodation 
as  soon  as  this  was  available. 
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The  Preliminary  Report  gave  no  information  in  regard  to  the 
populations  of  the  three  wards  separately,  and  the  estimated  popula- 
tions of  these  given  in  this  Report  must  be  taken  as  approximate 
only.  Since  the  census  of  1921  the  relative  proportions  of  popula- 
tion in  the  wards  have,  doubtless,  become  altered  because  of  the 
provision  of  new  housing  accommodation. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  the  middle 
of  1931  is  38,730,  and  this  population  is  used  for  the  calculation  of 
birth,  death  and  other  rates.  In  a Memorandum  dated  March,  1932, 
the  Registrar-General  points  out  that  " the  1931  estimate  of  popula- 
tion differs  from  the  1931  Census  population  in  that  it  purports  to 
represent  the  resident  population  of  the  area  which  is  not  necessarily 
comparable  with  the  population  enumerated  in  the  area  at  the 
Census.” 

After  the  completion  of  my  Annual  Report  for  1930,  a revised 
estimate  of  the  population  for  that  year  was  received  from  the 
Registrar-General,  but  this  was  not  available  for  the  calculation 
of  the  various  rates  for  1930.  The  population  used  for  that  purpose 
was  37,830 — 520  less  than  the  revised  population — 38,350. 

The  natural  increase  of  population,  i.e.,  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths,  was  83  in  1931.  This  is  the  smallest  natural  increase  which 
has  ever  been  recorded. 

Births. — 577  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  but  after 
making  allowance  for  transferable  births  the  Registrar-General 
states  the  net  number  of  births  belonging  to  the  Borough  to  be  565, 
equal  to  a birth  rate  of  14.58  per  1,000  of  the  population.  This  is 
the  lowest  birth  rate  recorded  for  the  Borough,  and  is  1.2  per  1,000 
less  than  that  for  1930,  and  7.6  per  1,000  less  than  the  1921  birth 
rate  (22.2  per  1,000).  Illegitimate  births  numbered  17,  or  one 
illegitimate  birth  for  every  33  legitimate  births. 

The  birth  rate  in  1931  for  England  and  Wales  was  15.8  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  The  rate  in  1921  was  22.4  per  1,000. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  Births  and  Birth  Rates  per  1,000 

population. 


Llanelly 

England  and 
Wales 

1931 

193)  1929 

1928 

1927 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate.  No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

565 

14  58 
15.8 

599 

1 

15  8 605 

16.3  — 

16.0  655 

1 

16.3  ! — 

17.3 

13.7 

6S0 

17.2 

16.7 

Still  Births  numbered  36,  equal  to  a rate  of  0.92  per  1 000  of  the 
population.  I he  still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  was  59.90. 
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The  still  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.67  per  1,000  of 
the  population. 

Deaths. — The  gross  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough 
was  522.  After  making  allowance  for  transferable  deaths  the  net 
number  belonging  to  the  Borough  was  485 — 260  males  and  225 
females.  The  annual  return  of  the  Registrar-General  for  1931 
gives  the  number  of  deaths  as  482 — 256  males  and  226  females. 
For  the  calculation  of  the  death  rate  the  official  statistics  of  the 
Registrar-General  have  been  used.  The  death  rate  per  1,000  of 
the  population  is,  therefore,  12.4.  (The  death  rate  on  the  basis  of 
485  deaths  would  be  12.5  per  1,000  of  the  population.)  This  rate 
is  about  1.0  per  1,000  higher  than  any  death  rate  for  the  past  ten 
years. 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1931  was  12.3  per  1,000 
of  the  population. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  Deaths  and  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

population. 


1931 

1930 

1929 

1928 

1927 

No 

Rate 

No.  Rate. 

No.  Rate. 

No.  ! Rate. 

No.  Rate. 

Llanelly  ....  482 

12  45 

440  11.63 

419  11.07 

422  11.20 

450  11.38 

England  and  | — 
Wales 

12  3 

- | 11.4 

— 13.4 

— 11.7 

— 12.3 

Inquests. — These  numbered  15. 

Uncertified  Deaths  numbered  3. 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions.— 64  deaths  occurred  in  public 
institutions,  including  the  Llanelly  Poor  Law  Institution  and  the 
Llanelly  General  Hospital. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Dr.  Dilys  Jones,  one  of  the  Medical  Inspectors  of  the  Welsh 
Board  of  Health,  visited  Llanelly  in  July,  1931,  in  connection  with 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  She  spent  three  days  in  the  town 
and  was  given  every  opportunity  to  carry  out  her  investigations. 
A visit  was  paid  to  the  Borough  Isolation  Hospital  in  view  of  its 
possible  use  for  the  reception  of  patients  suffering  from  puerperal 
fever. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS. 

The  accompanying  table  gives  particulars  of  the  notifications 
during  1931,  as  well  as  for  the  four  preceding  years. 


1931 

1930 

1929 

1928 

1927 

Births  registered  and  notified  

546 

584 

593 

651 

663 

Births  registered,  but  not  notified 

31 

28 

19 

12 

20 

Total  Live  Births  

577 

612 

612 

663 

683 

Still  Births  notified  

33 

38 

37 

33 

37 

Births  notified  by  Midwives 

510 

599 

583 

662 

656 

Births  notified  by  Medical  Practitioners 

22 

1 

12 

8 

4 

Births  notified  by  Parents 

28 

11 

3 

2 

3 

Table  showing  the  number  of  Still  Births  and  the  Still  Birth 
Rate  per  1,000  population. 


1 

931 

1 

930 

1929 

1928 

1927* 

No 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No.  Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

Llanelly 

England  & Wales 

36 

0.92 

0.67 

39 

1.03 

0.69 

35 

0.92 

0.68 

37 

O'.  98 
0.70 

37 

0.93 

* The  Births  and  Deaths  Registration  Act,  1926,  Section  7,  which  came 
into  force  on  1st  July,  1927,  made  provision  for  the  registration  of  still 
births.  The  number  of  still  births  for  1926  and  1927  are  obtained  from  still 
birth  notifications. 

Infant  Mortality. — The  total  number  of  infant  deaths  in  1931  was 
42 — 28  males  and  14  females,  equal  to  an  infant  mortality  rate  of 
74.33  per  1,000  births.  This  is  the  highest  rate  since  1927,  the  rate 
for  1930 — 46.74 — having  been  the  lowest  recorded  for  the  Borough. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  66  per 
1,000  births. 

21 — one-half — of  the  deaths  took  place  within  the  first  four  weeks 
of  life.  Sixteen  of  these  were  males  and  five  were  females. 

Sixteen  of  the  deaths  which  occurred  in  the  first  four  weeks  took 
place  within  the  first  seven  days  of  life — 14  males  and  2 females. 

The  chief  causes  of  infant  deaths  were  : — 

Prematurity  and  weakness  at  birth  : 18 — 14  males,  4 females. 

Broncho-pneumonia  & bronchitis  : 9 — 6 males,  3 females. 

Diarrhoea  : 4 — 0 males,  4 females. 
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Table  showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  under  one  years  of  age, 
and  the  Rates  of  Infant  Mortality. 


1 

931 

1933 

1929 

1928 

1927 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

Llanelly 

42 

74  33 

28 

46.74 

39 

64.46 

36 

54.29 

56 

82.23 

England  & Wales 

— 

66.00 

— 

60.00 

— 

74.00 

— 

63.00 

— 

69.00 
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Table  showing  Infant  Mortality  by  Sex  and  Causes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


o S 
£P 


0)  rC 

Mi 

sg 

m Sr' 


o o 
ZP 


in  m 

Ph 

tH 

A S 

^g 


n <— i 

u 

• aj 
O <D 

£ P 


& 

at: 

sip 

|g 
p § 


All  Causes — 

Under  4 weeks 
4 weeks — 3 months 
3 months — 6 months  .. 
6 9 „ 

9 „ 12  „ 

Total  under  one  year.. 

Under  4 weeks — 

1st  week  

2nd  „ 

3rd  

4th  ,, 


Total  under  four  weeks 


Under  one  week- 

lst  day 
2nd 


3rd 

4th 

5th 

6th 

7th 


Total  under  one  week 


Measles 

Influenza 

Chickenpox 

Purpura  Haemorrhagica  .... 
Convulsions 
Acute  Bronchitis 
Broncho  Pneumonia 
Diarrhoea 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 
Patent  Foramen  Ovale  .... 
Congenital  Debility 
Marasmus 
Prematurity 

Intra-cranial  Haemorrhage 
Cerebral  Placmorrhage  at 
Birth 

Haematemesis  


All  Causes 


16 

5 

1 

3 

3 


28 


14 

1 


16 


5 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

i 


14 


1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

12 

1 


28 


58.60 

18.31 

3.66 

10.98 

10.98 


102.56 


51.28 

3.66 

3.66 


58.60 


18.31 
3.66 
14.65 
3 66 
3.66 
3 66 
3.66 


51.28 


14 


0 
2 

1 


3.66 

3.66 

3.66 

10.98 

10.98 

3.66 
7.58 
3.66 
3.66 
43.22 
3i  66 


3.66 


102.56 


1 

2 

4 


14 


17.12 

10.27 

10.27 

6.84 

3.42 


47.94 


6.84 

6.84 

3.42 


17.12 


6.84 


6.81 


3. <2 
3.42 


3.42 

6.84 

13.69 


3.42 


21 

8 

4 

5 
4 


47.94 


42 


16 

3 

1 

1 


21 


16 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

5 
4 
1 
2 
1 
1 

16 

1 

1 

1 


37.16 

14.16 
7.07 
8.85 
7.07 


74.33 


28.32 

5.30 

1.76 

1.76 


42 


37.16 


12.39 
1.76 
7.07 
1.76 
1 76 
1.76 
1.76 

28.32 

1.76 

1.76 

1.76 

1.76 

1.76 

7.07 

8.85 

7.07 

1.76 

3.54 

1.76 

1.76 

28.31 

1.76 

1.76 

1.76 

74.33 


16 


Maternal  Mortality. — Five  mothers  died  in  consequence  of  child 
birth,  one  death  being  caused  by  puerperal  sepsis.  The  maternal 
mortality  rate  was  8.85  per  1,000  live  births — puerperal  sepsis, 
1.77  per  1,000,  other  causes  7.08  per  1,000.  The  maternal  mortality 
rate  for  1931  was  the  highest  for  many  years.  The  average  maternal 
mortality  rate  for  the  5-year  period  1921-1925  was  2.78  per  1,000, 
and  for  the  5-year  period  1926-30,  3.81  per  1,000. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  4.11 
per  1,000  live  births — puerperal  sepsis,  1.66  per  1,000,  other  causes 
2.45  per  1,000. 

A tabular  statement  showing  the  maternal  mortality  rates  for 
the  period  1921-1930  will  be  found  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1930. 

The  special  arrangements  made  for  the  investigation  of  maternal 
deaths  and  cases  of  puerperal  fever  and  puerperal  pyrexia  are  under 
the  control  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Apart  from 
this,  a complete  record  is  kept  in  the  Health  Department  of  all  such 
cases  and  investigations  for  this  purpose  are  made  by  the  health 
visitors. 

For  the  purposes  of  Circular  1167  (Maternal  Mortality)  the 
investigations  are  made  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
The  Town  Council  were  of  opinion  that  their  own  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  should  be  made  responsible  for  these  investigations,  but 
this  suggestion  was  not  accepted  by  the  County  Council,  who 
preferred  the  work  to  be  done  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

Following  the  receipt  of  Circular  156  (M.C.W.)  I submitted  the 
following  report  to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee 
on  12th  January,  1931  : — 

Ministry  of  Health.  Memo  156/M.C.W.  December,  1930. 
Welsh  Board  of  Health.  Circular  1167  (Wales).  December  11, 
1930. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

The  above  Memorandum  and  Circular  refer  to  the  means 
which  it  is  suggested  Local  Authorities  should  take  either  to 
initiate  or  extend  measures  for  the  prevention  of  Maternal 
Mortality. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  fact  that  in  the  Interim  Report  of 
the  Departmental  Committee  on  Maternal  Mortality  and 
Morbidity  they  found  that  of  the  cases  of  death  brought  to 
their  notice  not  less  than  one-half  were  directly  preventable 
under  suitable  conditions. 

The  need  for  a great  increase  in  ante-natal  care  is  stressed 
both  in  the  Report  and  the  Circular,  as  it  is  emphasised  that  in 
lying-in  Institutions  an  excessive  maternal  mortality  can  be 
prevented. 
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It  is  pointed  out  in  the  Circular  that  an  Ante-natal  Clinic 
may  have  the  disadvantage  that  the  doctor  in  charge  of  the 
Clinic  seldom,  if  ever,  delivers  the  patient,  and  it  therefore 
becomes  desirable  to  encourage  closer  co-operation  between 
the  Clinic  and  the  doctors  practising  in  the  district. 

Reference  is  made  in  the  Circular  to  the  fact  that  many 
uninsured  women  who  engage  midwives  for  the  confinement 
are  unable  also  to  pay  the  fee  of  a doctor  for  ante-natal  super- 
vision, and  for  such  women  the  necessary  provision  should  be 
made  through  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  service.  It  is 
suggested  that  Local  Authorities  might  make  arrangements 
to  meet  the  needs  of  uninsured  women  who  are  reluctant  to 
visit  a Centre  for  the  purpose  of  ante-natal  examination,  and 
that  a list  might  be  prepared  by  the  Authority  of  those  doctors 
practising  in  the  area  who  are  willing  to  undertake  this  service 
for  uninsured  women  who  engage  miclwives.  The  examination 
would  be  conducted  either  at  the  patient's  home  or  at  the 
doctor’s  surgery,  but  facilities  might  be  offered  to  the  doctor 
for  the  purpose  of  the  examination. 

The  Circular  discusses  the  problem  of  the  supply  of  midwives 
and  the  provision  of  whole-time  or  part-time  miclwives  by  the 
Local  Authority,  but  it  is  pointed  out  that  it  would  be  necessary 
to  avoid  the  displacement  of  competent  independent  midwives 
already  in  practice  in  the  district  by  other  midwives.  By  the 
judicious  support  of  midwives  already  in  practice  the  Local 
Authority  could  ensure  ready  access  to  a midwife  by  all  women 
requiring  her  services.  (In  Llanelly  there  is  a sufficiency  of 
midwives,  but  owing  to  the  difference  in  the  charge  made  for 
their  services  a large  proportion  of  the  cases  are  attended  by  a 
few  midwives). 

With  regard  to  the  services  of  a consultant  in  cases  of 
puerperal  fever,  the  advice  contained  in  the  Circular  has  been 
carried  out  by  this  Authority,  and  the  services  of  a consultant 
are  available  for  any  doctor  who  needs  assistance  in  cases  of 
puerperal  fever. 

It  is  suggested  that  Local  Authorities  should  consider  the 
desirability  of  making  provision  through  the  Centres  for  such 
of  the  following  services  as  are  not  already  available  in  their 
districts  : 

(1)  Sterilised  maternity  outfits  for  patients  for  whom  either 

the  doctor  or  the  midwife  considers  that  this 
provision  is  desirable. 

(2)  Home  helps  for  domestic  assistance. 

(3)  Supply  of  milk  for  expectant  mothers  and  nursing 

mothers.  (This  has  been  in  operation  in  Llanelly 
for  many  years). 
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(4)  Provision  of  laboratory  facilities  for  the  examination 
of  pathological  material  submitted  by  doctors. 
(This  is  now  available  in  Llanelly). 

In  view  of  the  discussions  which  have  taken  place  in  regard 
to  maternal  mortality  generally,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  place 
before  this  Committee  some  statistics  relating  to  maternal 


mortality  in  recent  years  in  Llanelly. 

7 years,  1921-27. 

Total  number  of  births — 7 years  5659 

Average  number  of  births  per  year  808 

Average  Yearly  Maternal  Deaths  2.3 

Average  Yearly  Maternal  Mortality 2.8 

From  Sepsis  0.3 

From  other  causes  2.47 


The  figures  for  the  three  years  1928-30  are  as  follows 


Year. 

Total 

No. 

Births. 

No. 

Maternal 

Deaths. 

Maternal 

Mortality. 

Sep 

No. 

sis. 

Rate. 

Other 

No. 

Causes. 

Rate. 

1928 

655 

3 

1 

1.5 

2 

3.0 

1929 

605 

2 

1 

1.6 

i 

1.6 

1930 

605* 

3 

— 

— 

3 

4.9 

* Provisional  figure. 


Since  1911  the  maternal  mortality  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  has  shown  little  change,  the  lowest  rate  being  3.79  in 
1918,  and  the  highest  4.42  in  1928.  During  the  past  six  years 
there  has  been  some  tendency  for  this  rate  to  be  higher  than  the 
normal. 

Health  Department, 

Old  Town  Hall,  Llanelly, 

12th  Januarjf,  1931. 

The  Town  Council  adopted  the  recommendations  of  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committee  that  sterilised  outfits  should  be 
obtained  and  supplied  either  free  or  on  payment— according  to 
circumstances — to  any  women  for  whom  they  might  be  required. 
Information  by  Circular  to  this  effect  was  sent  to  the  doctors  and 
midwives  practising  in  the  town. 

Midwives. — The  following  is  a statement  of  the  number  of  notifica- 
tions received  from  midwives  during  the  year  1931 : 
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Borough  Midwives. 

1 midwife  notified  104  births,  and  8 still  births. 

1 „ „ 103  „ „ 5 „ 

1 ,,  ,,  98  ,,  ,,  4 ,,  ,, 

1 ,,  ,,  56  ,,  ,,  2 ,,  ,, 

1 ,,  ,,  52  ,,  4 ,,  ,, 

1 ,,  ,,  31  ,,  ,,  4 ,,  ,, 

2 midwives  each 

notified  27  ,,  ,,  3 ,,  ,, 

1 midwife  notified  7 ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

1 ,,  5 ,,  ,,  ,,  >> 

2 midwives  ,,  ,,  ,,  »>  >> 

12  midwives  ,,  510  ,,  ,,  33  ,,  ,, 

305  births  out  of  the  total  510  (59.8  per  cent.)  notified  by  practising 
midwives  resident  in  the  Borough  were  notified  by  three  midwives. 


193  births  were  notified  by  five  midwives  (37.8  per  cent.). 

12  births  were  notified  by  two  midwives  (2.4  per  cent.). 

2 midwives  attended  7 and  5 births  respectively. 

2 midwives  did  not  attend  any  births. 

2 still  births  occurred  in  the  Goring  Road  Nursing  Home. 

No  record  is  available  of  the  occasions  when  medical  help  was 
requested  by  midwives. 

Only  2 births  were  notified  by  midwives  resident  out  of  the 
Borough.  17  notifications  were  received  from  the  three  institutions. 

The  position  in  the  Borough  with  regard  to  the  midwives  is  some- 
what anomalous.  Their  only  duty  towards  the  Borough  Council 
is  to  notify  births  occurring  in  their  practice.  If  they  require 
medical  assistance  they  are  required  to  inform  the  Local  Supervising 
Authority  (the  County  Council).  They  are  also  required  to  notify 
the  Local  Supervising  Authority  in  regard  to  a variety  of  other 
important  matters  about  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
Llanelly  receives  no  information.  This  cannot  be  regarded  as  in 
any  way  satisfactory,  and  it  is  conceivable  that  it  may  cause  a 
feeling  of  antagonism  between  the  midwives  and  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. 

The  Town  Council  during  the  year  made  application  (under 
Section  62  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929)  to  be  made  the  Local 
Supervising  Authority  under  the  Midwives  Acts,  1902  to  1926,  but 
after  consultation  with  the  County  Council,  the  Minister  of  Health 
refused  to  grant  the  powers  requested.  In  my  opinion,  the  informa- 
tion supplied  to  the  Minister  by  the  County  Council  did  not 
accurately  set  out  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  number  of  midwives 
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practising  in  the  Borough.  A further  application  should  be  made 
to  the  Minister  in  view  of  the  number  of  midwives  who  in  1931  were 
engaged  in  practice  in  the  Borough  or  who  notified  their  intention 
to  practise. 

A further  application  was  made  by  the  Town  Council  in  1932, 
but  the  Ministry  intimated  that  they  adhered  to  their  former  views. 

In  my  Report  in  1930  I showed  that  13  midwives  had  practised 
in  the  Borough  in  that  year  (exclusive  of  three  maternity  nurses). 

Antenatal  Centre. — The  Centre  is  open  ever}'-  Tuesday  from  2.30 
till  5 p.m.  During  the  year  the  attendance  of  mothers  at  the  Centre 
increased  very  considerably.  In  1930  six  expectant  mothers,  who 
made  nine  attendances,  were  seen  at  the  Centre.  In  1931  the 
number  who  attended  was  156,  and  250  attendances  were  recorded. 

I addressed  a letter  to  every  midwife  practising  in  the  Borough 
pointing  out  the  importance  of  antenatal  supervision,  and  that 
where  provision  had  not  been  made  for  this  their  patients  could 
be  referred  by  them  to  the  Antenatal  Centre.  The  position  is  not 
quite  clear  yet  as  women  are  sometimes  sent  to  the  Centre  who  are 
already  receiving  antenatal  supervision  by  their  own  doctors.  It  is 
obvious  that  such  cases  should  not  be  referred  to  the  Centre. 
Midwives  were  invited  to  be  present  at  the  Centre  at  the  time  of 
examination  of  their  cases,  but  advantage  has  not  been  taken  of 
this  offer.  If  attendance  by  midwives  at  the  Centre  was  incon- 
venient, they  were  requested  to  send  any  particulars  regarding 
their  patients  which  might  be  of  importance,  e.g.,  any  unusual 
conditions  in  connection  with  previous  pregnancies,  or  which  had 
been  noticed  in  the  present  pregnancy.  This  information  has  rarely 
been  supplied. 

I am  confident  that  there  will  never  be  that  co-operation  between 
midwives  and  the  officers  of  the  Health  Department  which  is 
desirable  until  the  Town  Council  is  made  the  Local  Supervising 
Authority  under  the  Midwives  Acts  for  the  Borough. 

During  the  year  it  was  pointed  out  to  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  that  the  attendance  at  the  Antenatal  Centre  was  very 
meagre,  and  I suggested  that  if  their  patients  were  not  receiving 
any  antenatal  attention,  midwives  could  refer  them  to  the  Antenatal 
Centre.  Soon  after  this  an  increase  in  the  number  of  women 
attending  the  Antenatal  Centre  took  place,  when  it  was  found,  as 
already  stated,  that  some  women  attended  who  were  already 
receiving  antenatal  supervision  either  from  doctors  or  midwives, 
and  it  appeared  that  midwives  had  been  instructed  to  send  all  their 
cases  to  the  Centre  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  There 
is  little  doubt  that  in  the  minds  of  the  midwives  and  their  patients 
there  was  a degree  of  resentment  because  of  the  instructions  received. 
I wrote  to  each  midwife  and  told  her  that  there  was  no  compulsion 
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to  attend  the  Antenatal  Centre,  but  the  ideal  to  be  aimed  at  was 
the  antenatal  supervision  of  every  woman — -by  a doctor,  a midwife, 
or  at  the  Centre. 

Issue  of  Milk.— Arrangements  exist  at  the  clinic  for  the  supply  of 
milk — dried  or  ordinary — to  expectant  mothers  and  infants.  Before 
the  issue  of  milk,  all  applications  are  investigated,  and  the  issue — 
free  or  at  cost  price — is  governed  by  a scale  of  income  approved  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  cost  of  milk  to  the  Borough 
for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1932  : — 

£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

Dried  Milk  : 

Payments  513  14  6^- 

Receipts  457  7 8 

Stock  in  hand  39  13  8 

479  1 4 

Cost  to  Local  Authority  36  13  21- 

Ordinary  Milk  : 

Cost  to  Local  Authority  76  4 10 

Infants  : 

Number  of  new  cases  322 

Number  of  old  cases  626 

Total  number  of  attendances  4375 

Children  over  1 year  old  : 

Number  j3_j. 

Total  number  of  attendances  394 

Expectant  Mothers  : 

Number  23Q 

Total  number  of  attendances  250 

Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors: — 

Infants : 

First  visits  573 

Subsequent  visits  ' 1594 

I otal  visits  2077 

Children  over  1 year  old  2098 

Expectant  Mothers  : 

First  visits  2 9 

Subsequent  visits  9 

Total  visits  ..  ok 

40 

Milk:— 

Number  of  free  milk  tickets  issued  93^. 
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Glaxo  Dried  Milk: — 

Number  of  packets  sold  : 

Full  price  733 

Given  free  121 

Total  packets  issued  854 

Cow  and  Gate  Dried  Milk: — 

Number  of  packets  sold  : 

Full  price  2028 

Given  free  196 

Total  packets  issued  2224 

Ambrosia  Dried  Milk: — 

Number  of  packets  sold  : 

Full  price  313 

Given  free  147 

Total  packets  issued  460 

Humanized  Trufood  Dried  Milk:— 

Number  of  packets  sold  : 

Full  price  1547 

Given  free  52 

Total  packets  issued  1599 

Virol:— 

Number  of  tins  sold  : 

Full  price  418 

Given  free  11 

Total  tins  issued  429 

Ostelin: — 

Number  of  tins  sold  : 

Full  price  46 

Given  free  2 

Total  tins  issued  48 

Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Malt: — 

Number  of  tins  sold  : 

Full  price  67 

Given  free  

Total  tins  issued  67 

Maltoline: — 

Full  price  61 

Total  tins  issued  61 
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Health  Visitors.— By  the  end  of  the  year  three  health  visitors 
were  employed.  One  of  these  was  at  first  engaged  in  a temporary 
capacity,  but  in  the  beginning  of  1931  she  was  placed  on  the 
permanent  staff.  The  health  visitors  are  employed  as  school  nurses 
as  well.  Each  of  the  health  visitors  is  responsible  for  one  of  the 
wards  in  the  town  and  for  the  supervision  of  children  between  the 
ages  of  one  and  five  years.  The  existing  arrangements  are  now 
adequate  for  the  needs  of  such  children. 

Children  Act,  1908— The  health  visitors  were  instructed  by  the 
Town  Council  to  act  as  visitors  for  the  purposes  of  Part  1 of  the 
Children  Act,  1908.  A return  was  furnished  to  the  Welsh  Board 
of  Health  at  the  beginning  of  this  year  (1932). 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


The  following  table  relates  to  the  notifications  received  during 
the  year  1931  : — 


Oph- 

thalmia 

Neona- 

torum 

Cases 

Vision 

Un- 

impaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blind- 

ness 

Deaths 

Notified 

At 

Home 

In 

Hospital 

3 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. — Six  children  were  submitted  for  examina- 
tion by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  of  the  Prince  of  Wales’  Hospital, 
Cardiff,  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme.  Hospital 
treatment  was  advised  in  four  cases. 

In  one  case  (M.W.)  the  treatment  already  given  by  the  child’s 
own  doctor  was  considered  all  that  was  necessary,  and  in  another 
case  (T.K.W.)  treatment  was  not  considered  necessary.  One  of  the 
cases  for  whom  hospital  treatment  was  advised  (C.H.)  received 
treatment  privately.  In  one  case  (J.K.),  the  parents  refused  to 
allow  the  child  to  be  treated.  The  other  two  cases  (D.M.P.  and 
W.H.W.)  received  hospital  treatment  and  subsequently  attended 
at  the  Prince  of  Wales’  Hospital  for  further  observation. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Both  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  showed  a low  incidence  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year,  and  the  number  of  cases  of  each  disease 
notified  was  the  lowest  on  record,  21  and  17  respectively.  Both 
diseases  were  generally  mild  in  character.  24  cases  of  diphtheria 
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were  admitted  into  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  the  request  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  from  county  districts.  The 
disease  in  these  cases  was  generally  of  a more  severe  character  than 
that  occurring  in  the  town.  This  point  was  referred  to  in  mv  Report 
for  1930. 

When  an  opportunity  offered  for  the  use  of  scarlet  fever  antitoxin, 
this  was  given  at  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  number  of  patients 
who  were  treated  with  antitoxin  was  small,  but  there  was  some 
evidence  that  the  ordinary  course  of  the  disease  was  favourably 
modified.  Very  little  desquamation  occurred  during  convalescence. 

“ Sack  Disinfector. — The  “ Sack  ” disinfector  used  in  the  town 

Disinfecting  Station  continues  to  give  satisfaction.  The  number 
of  articles  disinfected  during  the  year  was  7,266,  including  blankets 
and  palliasses  from  the  School  Camp,  Pendine.  The  total  amount 
of  gas  used  during  the  year  for  the  generation  of  steam  was  37,800 
cubic  feet,  costing  £9  9s.  Od. 

The  “ Sack  ” disinfector  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  is  also  giving 
satisfaction.  The  apparatus  is  smaller  than  that  in  the  town 
Disinfecting  Station. 


Analysis  of  the  Total  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  under  the 

following  Age  Groups. 


Disease. 

Under 
1 year 

1- 

2- 

3- 

4_ 

5- 

10- 

20- 

35- 

45- 

66- 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

2 

2 

1 

4 

9 

O 

iu 

1 

— 

— 

— 

21 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

l(-) 

— 

2 

7 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

17  (16) 

Pneumonia 

4 

2 

2 

1 

2 

14 

14 

15 

7 

12 

2 

75 

Enteric  Fever  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Chicken  Pox 

5 

11 

15 

8 

38 

93 

16 

1 

— 

— 

— 

187 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

3 

— 

7 

Puerperal  : 

1 

Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

Pyrexia 

Ophthalmia 

4 

(3) 

2 

6(5) 

Neonatorum 

3 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Encephalitis 

1 

1 

Lethargica  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

2 

Cerebro-spinal 

1 

Fever 

The  numbers  in  brackets  are  those  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  for  52 
weeks.  The  other  numbers  are  those  for  the  calendar  year. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year  1931  in  the  various  Wards. 


Disease 

Cases  notified 

Total 

cases 

noti- 

fied 

Cases 
ad- 
mit- 
ted to 
Hos- 
pital 

Cases 

dis- 

char- 

ged 

from 

Hos- 

pital 

Total 

Deaths 

Ward 

1 

Ward 

2 

Ward 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

O 

10 

3 

21 

9 

11 

— 

Diphtheria 

3 

.0(9) 

4 

17  (16; 

7 

3 

1 

Pneumonia 

73 

34 

18 

75 

— 

— 

23 

Enteric  Fever  .... 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

5 

— 

Chicken  Pox 

123 

38 

26 

187 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

4 

2 

7 

1 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

3(2) 

— ■ 

6(5) 

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

2 

- 

3 

1 

1 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  .... 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever. — 21  cases  were  notified  during  the  year — -0.54  per 
1,000  of  the  population.  Of  these,  9 were  admitted  into  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  No  deaths  resulted. 

Diphtheria. — 17  cases  were  notified  in  1931 — 0.43  per  1,000  of 
the  population.  One  death  occurred  after  admission  into  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  The  case  mortality  was  5.8  per  cent.  The 
death  rate  from  diphtheria  was  0.02  per  1,000. 

Enteric  Fever. — Two  cases  of  enteric  fever  were  notified.  Blood 
examination  showed  that  one  patient  had  paratyphoid  fever,  but 
the  other  was  found  not  to  have  enteric  fever  and  was  discharged 
without  an  exact  diagnosis  having  been  made.  The  patient  had 
certain  abdominal  symptoms  the  cause  of  which  was  not  ascertained, 
hour  of  the  cases  of  enteric  fever  which  were  admitted  into  the 
Isolation  Hospital  in  the  previous  year  were  discharged  after 
complete  recovery. 

Erysipelas. — Seven  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Three  cases  were  notified ; recovery  took 
place. 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia. — Six  cases  were  notified  ; all  recovered. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — Two  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
One  case  recovered  ; the  second  case  died  in  1932. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. — One  case  was  notified,  a girl  aged  7 years- 
Recovery  took  place  after  a period  of  eight  months  in  the  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Both  Measles  and  Chicken  Pox  were  prevalent  in  the  town  during 
1931.  The  number  of  cases  of  the  latter  infection  notified  was  187. 
Chicken  Pox  was  made  notifiable  in  1928  owing  to  the  prevalence 
of  Small  Pox  in  Glamorganshire  and  Monmouthshire.  Notification 
was  discontinued  in  November,  1931,  as  Small  Pox  had  become 
practically  non-existent  in  South  Wales. 

Influenza  was  prevalent  in  the  spring  of  1931,  and  was  associated 
in  a considerable  number  of  cases,  with  pneumonia. 

No  primary  vaccinations  or  revaccinations  were  performed  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  patients  (Borough  and 
County)  treated  in  the  hospital  in  1931  : — 
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* One  ease  admitted  from  School  Camp,  Pendine. 
f Case  re-diagnosed  after  admission, 
t One  case  admitted  from  School  Camp,  Pendine. 

§ One  case  re-diagnosed  not  Enteric  Fever,  and  one  case  re-diagnosed  Paratjrphoid  Fever, 


Table  showing  the  Admissions  into  Hospital  per  cent,  of  the 
Cases  Notified.  (Borough.) 


Disease. 

No.  of  cases 
notified. 

No.  of  cases 
admitted. 

Cases  admitted  per 
cent,  of  notifications. 

Scarlet  Fever 

21 

9 

42.8 

Diphtheria 

17 

7 

41.2 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

2t 

100.0 

Erysipelas 

7 

1 

14.3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

6 

1 

16.6 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  

1 

1 

100.0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

1 

33.3 

Total 

57 

22 

38.6 

* One  case  re-diagnosed  not  Enteric  Fever, 
t One  case  re-diagnosed  not  Paratyphoid  Fever. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

38  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  in  1931 — -25  males 
and  13  females  (0.98  per  1,000),  and  27  deaths — 18  males  and  9 
females  (0.69  per  1,000)  were  recorded. 

21  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified — -13  males 
and  8 females  (0.54  per  1,000),  and  5 deaths  were  caused — 4 males 
and  1 female  (0.12  per  1,000). 


Number  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary, 
Notified  during  1931,  and  the  Number  of  Deaths. 

(Local  Statistics). 


Age- 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Devt 

lis 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pi 

ilm  onary 

Pulmonary 

Non-P 

ulm  onary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0-  .... 

1-  .... 
5- 

2 

1 

3 

3 

3 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

10-  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15- 

9 

3 

2 

4 

2 

2 

1 

— 

25-  .... 

3 

6 

3 

— 

4 

1 

1 

— 

35-  .... 

4 

3 

1 

1 

7 

4 

— 

— 

45-  .... 

6 

— 

1 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

55- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

65- 

i 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  .... 

25 

13 

13 

8 

18 

9 

4 

1 

Of  the  28  deaths  (Registrar-General)  from  tuberculosis,  4 deaths 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  took  place  of  persons  who  had  not 
been  previously  notified  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  There  is 
no  reason  to  believe  that  there  is  any  wilful  neglect  to  notify.  The 
omission  to  do  so  is  generally  due  to  an  oversight. 

I he  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  the  total  tuber- 
culosis deaths  was  1:8. 
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In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
quarterly  statements  are  sent  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 


The  following  is  a statement  showing  the  same  particulars  for 
the  year  1931  : — 


Males. 

bemales. 

Year  ending  31st  December,  1931. 

Pulmon- 

ary. 

Non- 

Pulmon- 

ary. 

Pulmon- 

ary. 

Non- 

Pulmon 

ary. 

(a)  Number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on 
Register  at  commencement  of  year 

72  • 

26 

64 

27 

(b)  Number  of  cases  notified  under 
Regulations  of  1912  for  first  time 
during  the  year 

25 

13 

13 

8 

.(< ) Cases  restored  to  register 

— 

— 

— 

1 

(rf)  Number  of  cases  removed  from 
Register  during  the  year 

27 

4 

10 

2 

(e)  Number  of  cases  remaining  on 
Register  at  end  of  year  .... 

70 

35 

67 

34 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  62  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925. 


HEART  DISEASE. 

This  continues  to  be  the  principal  cause  of  death.  The  total 
number  of  deaths  from  all  forms  of  heart  disease  was  95—51  males 
and  44  females — 2.45  per  1,000,  or  9.75  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 
The  Table  (local  statistics)  on  page  55  shows  that  the  majority 
occurred  after  the  age  of  55. 


CANCER. 

70  deaths  were  ascribed  to  this  disease— 30  males  and  40  females 
—1.80  per  1,000,  or  14.52  per  cent,  of  all  deaths. 


PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATHS. 


Heart  disease 

95  deaths  ; 

2.45  per  1,000 

Cancer 

70  „ 

1.80  „ „ 

Respiratory  diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

55 

1.42  „ „ 

Tuberculosis  : — 

Pulmonary  - 28  deaths 
Non-Pulmonary  : 5 deaths 

33  „ 

0.85  „ „ 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 

Inspection  of  Farms  and  Dairies —This  is  regularly  carried  out  by 
the  officers  of  the  Health  Department,  and  in  general  a high  standard 
of  cleanliness  is  maintained.  Four  farms  have  now  been  entirely 
reconstructed  internally  and  are  of  an  up-to-date  character.  Other 
farms  have  been  very  greatly  improved.  Inspection  of  farms 
situated  outside  the  area  are  occasionally  made  with  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  district. 

98  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  bacteriological  analysis 
and  the  results  are  set  out  in  the  table  below.  Samples  are  also 
taken  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  fat  content  and  the  amount 
of  total  solids.  In  this  examination  the  Gerber’s  apparatus  is  used. 
The  large  majority  of  samples  comply  with  the  standard  generally 
adopted,  i.e.,  3 per  cent,  fat,  and  8.5  per  cent.  “ solids  not  fat.’ 

The  bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  by  Dr.  A.  F. 
Sladden,  at  the  Beck  Laboratory,  Swansea. 

One  milk  producer  is  licensed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the 
production  of  “ Grade  A Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk.  By  the 
instructions  of  the  Ministry  a sample  of  milk  is  taken  from  this 
producer  every  month  and  sent  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Bacteriological  Examinations. — In  1931,  bacteriological  examina- 
tion of  98  samples  showed  that  58.16  per  cent,  were  equal  to 
“Certified”  standard  in  regard  to  the  bacterial  count  ; 31.63  per 
cent,  were  equal  to  “ Grade  A ” standard  ; the  remainder,  10.21 
per  cent.,  did  not  come  up  to  “ Grade  A ” standard. 

The  bacillus  coli  was  present  in  80.6  per  cent,  of  the  samples. 
41  samples,  41.84  per  cent.,  came  within  “ Certified”  standard;  25 
samples,  25.51  per  cent.,  came  within  “ Grade  A”  standard.  The 
remainder,  32  samples,  32.65  per  cent.,  did  not  comply  with  the 
standard  of  “ Grade  A ” milk. 

21  samples,  usually  from  newly  registered  producers,  were 
examined  for  the  presence  of  the  tubercle  bacillus.  In  one  case  a 
sample  from  a producer  who  supplied  milk  from  a farm  situated 
outside  the  Borough,  was  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli.  An 
examination  of  the  cows  was  made  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector, 
Mr.  J.  Campbell  Hill,  who  diagnosed  tuberculosis  of  the  udder  of 
one  of  the  cows.  Post-mortem  examination  of  this  animal  showed 
extensive  infection  of  the  udder  with  tuberculosis.  The  remaining 
cows  were  found  to  be  free  from  this  disease.  This  is  only  the  third 
occasion  when  tubercle  bacilli  have  been  found  in  milk  sampled 
since  the  institution  of  bacteriological  examinations  of  milk  coming 
into  the  town.  After  the  results  of  the  bacteriological  and  chemical 
examinations  have  been  obtained,  they  are  forwarded  to  the  retailers 
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and  producers,  and  copies  of  this  information  are  also  sent  to  the 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  districts  from  which  milk  has  been 
sent  to  the  Borough. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  results  of  the  bacteriological 
examinations  of  milk  samples  carried  out  at  the  Beck  Laboratory, 
Swansea,  by  Dr.  A.  F.  Sladden. 


Bacteria 

Number 

per 

of 

1 c.c.m. 

Samples. 

Not  exceeding 

200 

2 

500 

3 

1,000 

3 

> > ) ) 

2,000 

2 

58.16  per  cento 

3,000 

3 

89.79  per 

10,000 

22 

cent. 

20,000 

17 

»“  Grade  A’ 

30,000 

5 

C Standard 

bacterial 

100,000 

22 

1 

count. 

)>  )> 

200,000 

9 

i 31.63  per  cent. 

500,000 

6 

1,000,000 

2 

2,000,000 

1 

10.21  per  cent. 

3,000,000 

1 

Exceeding 

3,000,000 

Nil 

PRESENCE  OF  BACILLUS  COLI. 

Number  of  samples 

examined  98  

Number  of  samples  free 

from  bacillus  coli  19  19.39  per  cent. 

Number  of  samples  with  B. 

coli  in  1 c.c.  only  22  22.45  per  cent. 

Number  of  samples  with  B. 

coli  in  1 c.c.  and  l/10th 25  25.51  per  cent. 

Number  of  samples  with  B. 
coli  present  in  1,  l/10th 

l/100th  c.c 32  32.65  per  cent. 

In  addition,  4 samples  were  taken  direct  from  the  cow. 
of  these  were  : — 

Not  exceeding  200  bacteria  per  1 c.c.m. 

„ 1900 

„ 2000 

No  B.  coli  grew. 


67.35  per 
cent, 
within 
Grade  A 
standard. 


The  results- 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Milk. — Gerber’s  apparatus  for  the  deter- 
mination of  the  fat  content  of  milk  samples,  and  the  amount . of 
total  milk  solids  has  been  used  during  the  year  with  the  following 
results  : — . 

Number  of  samples  tested,  85. 

Milk  fat  content  satisfactory  (3%  and  over)  83 

„ ,,  ,,  not  satisfactory  (under  3%) 2 

Milk  solids,  other  than  fat,  satisfactory  (8.2%  and  over)  76 

„ ,,  ,,  „ ,,  not  satisfactory  (under  8.2%) 9 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  Veterinary  Inspector  is  responsible  for  the  examination  of 
all  animals  and  carcases  in  the  slaughterhouse,  while  inspection  of 
meat,  fish,  etc.,  is  done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the  public 
market  and  shops  in  the  town.  The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  visits 
the  market  on  the  two  chief  market  days — Thursday  and  Saturday — 
and  examines  all  meat,  etc.,  exposed  for  sale.  On  the  very  infrequent 
occasions  when  meat  is  found  not  fit  for  human  consumption,  no 

action  is  taken  beyond  asking  for  its  surrender  so  that  it  may  be 

destroyed.  In  such  cases  no  difficulty  is  ever  experienced  in 
obtaining  the  surrender  of  the  meat.  Special  mention  should  be 
made  of  the  fact  that  the  quality  of  the  meat  retailed  in  Llanelly 
is  of  a high  standard. 

The  Llanelly  Corporation  Act,  1929,  gives  the  Corporation  power 
to  make  byelaws  for  promoting  and  securing  sanitary  and  cleanly 
conditions  in  the  transport  of  food,  but  up  till  now  no  byelaws  have 
been  put  into  force.  The  same  Act  also  makes  it  necessary  for 
premises  to  be  registered  which  are  used  or  proposed  to  be  used  for 
the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  potted  or  preserved  meat,  etc., 
and  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  ice  cream.  All  such  premises  have 
now  been  registered.  Re-registration  will  be  required  every  year. 

Further  information  regarding  the  work  done  during  the  year 
will  be  found  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

HOUSING. 


The  following  is  the  statement  furnished  by  the  Borough 
Surveyor  in  regard  to  the  construction  of  new  houses  during  1931  : — • 


Year. 

Houses 
erected  by 
Corporation. 

Houses  erected 
by  Private 
Enterprise 
with  State 
Subsidy  under 
Housing 
(Additional 
Powers) 
Act,  1919. 

Houses 
erected  by 
Private 
Enterprise 
under 
Housing, 
etc.,  Act, 
1923. 

Houses 
erected  by 
Private 
Enterprise 
without 
assistance. 

Total 

Houses 

Erected. 

1931 

— 

— 

— 

17 

17 
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SCAVENGING. 


1 he  house  and  trade  refuse  of  the  town  is  collected  twice  weekly 
by  horse  drawn  trailers.  The  method  of  disposal  in  operation  is 
crude  tipping  in  layers  on  the  Trostre  Fach  Farm  lands. 

The  following  figures  supplied  by  the  Borough  Surveyor  show 
the  amount  of  refuse  collected  in  1931  (estimated)  : — 


Tons. 

Flighway  refuse  (including  that  from  street  gullies)  1040 

Market  Refuse  280 

House  and  Trade  Refuse  15588 


Total 


16908 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  River  Lliedi  passes  through  the  town,  but  there  is  no  pollution 
within  the  borough  boundaries  apart  from  the  throwing  of  rubbish 
into  the  bed  of  the  river.  This  is  guarded  against  as  well  as  possible. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  storm  water  relief  sewer  from  the  main  culvert  to  the  River 
Lliedi  in  Old  Castle  Road  was  completed  early  in  the  year  and  has 
proved  successful  in  minimising  the  flooding  in  Station  Road. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  which  are  not  connected 
to  the  sewers  is  269.  182  houses  are  provided  with  pails,  which  are 

collected  by  the  scavenging  staff  of  the  Corporation.  43  houses 
have  pails,  the  contents  of  which  the  occupiers  dispose  of  themselves. 
44  houses  have  private  cesspools. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

In  October,  1931,  the  works  necessary  for  completing  the  Gwen- 
draeth  Fach  River  supply  authorized  by  the  Corporation’s  Water 
Act  of  1920  were  formally  opened  by  His  Worship  the  Mayor, 
Aid.  T.  Hay  Samuel,  J.P.,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Waterworks 
Committee,  Aid.  David  Jennings.  The  original  Works  as  purchased 
included  an  intake  weir  and  a sedimentation  reservoir  situate 
about  H miles  up-stream  from  Kidwelly,  and  a cast  iron  gravitation 
main  laid  from  this  point  to  the  site  of  the  Old  Munition  factory 
at  Pembrey. 

The  New  Works  carried  out  include  the  construction  of  a pumping 
station  on  the  Old  Munition  Factory  Site  at  Pembrey,  and  the 
laying  of  a rising  main  20  inch  in  diameter,  and  appurtenant  works 
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from  this  point  to  the  Upper  and  Lower  Lliedi  Reservoirs.  The 
plant  installed  in  the  pumping  station  consists  of  3 3-stage  Plurovane 
Turbine  Pumps,  which  are  driven  by  horizontal  twin  cylinder  crude 
oil  engines  of  the  spring  injection  type.  This  plant  is  capable  of 
delivering  three  million  gallons  per  day  to  the  Lliedi  Reservoirs. 

With  the  completion  of  these  works,  the  dry  weather  yield  of  the 
Corporation’s  Water  Undertakings  has  been  increased  from  3.6 
million  gallons  per  day  to  6.6  million  gallons  per  day. 


WATER  ANALYSIS. 

13th  May,  1931. 

CORPORATION  SUPPLY. 

1.— CHEMICAL. 


Lower  Lliedi 
No.  1 

Unfiltered. 

Upper  Lliedi 
No.  2 
Filtered. 

Solids  in  Solution 

9.30 

9.00 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides 

1.40 

1.40 

Equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride 

2.30 

2.30 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

0.064 

trace 

Oxygen  in  solution  .... 

1.07 

1 02 

Free  Carbonic  Acid  ... 

0 49 

0 33 

Combined  Carbonic  Acid 

0.93 

1 10 

Equivalent  to  temporary  hardness 

2.12 

2 50 

Saline  Ammonia 

0.002 

0.002 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0C6 

0 005 

Oxygen  required  (moist  combustion)  .... 

0.40 

0.31 

These  figures  are  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000. 

To  get  grains  per  gallon,  multiply  by  7/10. 

The  chemical  results  are  satisfactory.  There  were  no  metals  in 
solution,  and  the  water  had  no  solvent  action  on  lead,  bright  or  dull. 


2.— BACTERIOLOGICAL. 

Samples  No.  1 and  2. 


• YJfter  No.  1 (Unfiltered).— Organisms  of  the  Coli  group  were  found 
m iu,  and  o cubic  centimetres,  but  not  in  1 or  1 /10th. 

_ Water  N°.  2 (Entered).— Organisms  of  the  Coli  group  were  not 

than^No  1?’  5’  1 °r  1/,10th  cubic  centimetre.  Sample  No.  2 is  better 


hor  purposes  of  reference  the  characters  of  the  organisms  of  the 
'-oil  group  are  here  appended— motile,  non-liquefying  fermentino- 

productiand  f1^0?  w^th  Production  of  acid  and  gas,  and  milk  with 
P oduction  of  acid  and  clot,  and  producing  indol  in  petone  solution 
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RAINFALL. 

The  monthly  rainfall  as  compared  with  the  average  monthly 
rainfall  for  1930  was  as  follows  : — 


Month. 

Rainfall 

1931. 

1931. 

Days  rain  fell. 

Rainfall 

1930. 

1930. 

Days  rain  fell. 

January 

4.40 

19 

8.67 

27 

February 

7.46 

22 

1.55 

6 

March 

1.41 

11 

3.24 

17 

April 

3.20 

21 

3.69 

16 

May 

4 .55 

34 

2.89 

21 

June 

6.02 

20 

2.25 

11 

July 

7.61 

27 

5.54 

19 

August 

4.35 

17 

7.37 

24 

September 

3.03 

11 

6.17 

22 

October 

2.84 

14 

8.10 

27 

November 

11.30 

23 

5.95 

19 

December 

3.06 

19 

8.18 

23 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  1931  amounted  to  59.13  inches,  and  rain 
fell  on  227  days,  as  compared  with  232  days  in  1930.  The  average 
rainfall  for  the  past  51  years  is  50.99  inches. 

One  inch  or  more  of  rain  in  the  24  hours  fell  on  7 occasions.  The 
highest  fall  occurred  on  the  6th  June,  1931,  when  2.54  inches  were 
recorded. 
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PORT  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

I.— AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  PORT 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1931. 

TABLE  A. 


No. 

Ton- 

nage 

Number  Inspected. 

No. 

reported 
to  be 
Defec- 
tive. 

No.  of  vessels  on 
which  defects 
were  remedied. 

Number  of  Vessels 
reported  as  having,  or 
having  had,  during 
the  voyage  infectious 
disease  on  board. 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer 
of 

Health. 

By  the 
Sanitary 
Inspector. 

/'Steamers 

Foreign  J *Motor 

1 Sailing  

1 Fishing 

Total  Foreign 

Steamers 

Coast-  *Motor 

wise.  Sailing  .... 

, Fishing 

Total  Coastwise 

343 

10 

151561 

3126 

31 

2 

3 

3 

. . . 

353 

154637 

33 

3 

3 

... 

355 

101679 

28 

... 

355 

101679 

23 

Total  Foreign  and 
Coastwise 

708 

256366 

61 

3 

3 

... 

* Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers. 


II— CHARACTER  OF  TRADE  OF  PORT. 
TABLE  B. 

(a)  Passenger  Traffic  during  1931. 
None. 


(b)  Cargo  Traffic. 

Principal  Imports.— Pig  Iron,  Scrap  Iron,  Timber,  Iron  and  Steel 
Bars,  Stone,  Cattle  Feeding  Stuffs,  Patent  Manure. 

Principal  Exports. — Coal,  Tinplates. 

Countries  with  which  the  port  principally  trades— Frants 
Belgium  Irish  Free  State,  Spain,  Channel  Islands;  Portugal  Canada 
Roumama,  Latvia,  Norway,  Sweden.  g ’ nada' 
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III.— SOURCE  OF  WATER  SUPPLY. 

(a)  For  the  Port. — Town  Supply. 

(b)  For  Shipping. — Town  Supply. 

(c)  Number  of  Water  Boats  and  their  Sanitary  Condition.— None. 

IV.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

(1)  Arrangements  for  Detection  of  Infectious  Disease  on  Inward 

Vessels. 

Customs  Officers  report  to  Health  Department,  and  visits  to 
ships  in  docks  are  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

(2)  Arrangements  for  Notification  to  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  of 

the  Arrival  of  Inward  Vessels  requiring  special  attention. 
(Wireless  Messages,  Land  Signal  Stations,  Information 
from  Agents,  Pilots,  Customs,  etc.) 

Information  received  from  Customs  Officers. 

(3)  What  Vessels  are  Boarded  on  Arrival,  by  whom,  where,  and  how. 

The  time  at  the  disposal  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  allows  of  the 
boarding  of  vessels  not  notified  under  heading  (1),  to  a limited 
extent,  as  shown  in  Table  A.  Inspections  are  made  by  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  dock. 

(4)  Arrangements  for  Disposal  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  and 

for  observation  or  surveillance  of  Contacts. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  removed  to  Borough  Isolation  Hospital. 

(5)  Arrangements  for  Disinfection  of  Infected  Quarters,  Bedding, 

Clothing,  etc. 

Quarters  fumigated,  bedding  and  clothing  steam  disinfected — 
Town  Plant. 

(6)  Arrangements  for  Cleansing  of  Persons. — Nil. 

(7)  Arrangements  for  Ambulance  Transport. 

Cases  removed  by  St.  John’s  Ambulance. 

(8)  Arrangements  for  Detection  and  Treatment  of  Venereal  Disease 

amongst  Sailors. 

Information  circulated  by  means  of  leaflets.  Treatment  obtained 
at  Swansea  V.D.  Clinic. 

(9)  Arrangements  for  Bacteriological  Examinations  of  Rats. 

No  existing  arrangements.  Bacteriological  examinations,  if 
required,  would  be  carried  out  at  Beck  Laboratory,  Swansea. 
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(10)  Arrangements  for  other  Bacteriological  Examinations. 

See  (9). 

TABLE  C. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS  LANDED  FROM 

VESSELS. — None. 

TABLE  D. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS  OCCURRING  ON  VESSELS 
DURING  THE  VOYAGE,  BUT  DISPOSED  OF  PRIOR  TO 
ARRIVAL.— None. 

V.— MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS. 

(1)  Steps  taken  for  Detection  of  Rodent  Plague. 

(a)  In  ships  in  the  Port. 

When  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  board  vessels  arriving  in  dock, 
they  make  enquiry  as  to  rat  prevalence  and  mortality  amongst  rats. 
Any  dead  rats  discovered  would  be  sent  to  the  Beck  Laboratory, 
Swansea,  for  bacteriological  examination,  if  there  was  any  suspicion 
that  they  might  be  plague  carriers. 

(b)  On  quays,  wharves,  warehouses,  etc.,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 

Port. 

If  dead  rats  discovered — same  procedure  as  above. 

(2)  Measures  taken  to  Prevent  the  Passage  of  Rats  between  Ships 

and  the  Shore. — None. 

(3)  Methods  of  Deratisation  of  (a)  Ships,  (b)  Premises  in  the  vicinity 

of  docks  or  quays. 

Llanelly  not  an  " approved  ” Port. 

(4)  Measures  taken  for  the  Detection  of  Rat  Prevalence  in  Ships 

and  on  Shore. 

Examinations  and  enquiries. 

(5)  Rat-proofing. 

(a)  To  what  extent  are  docks,  wharves,  warehouses,  etc.,  rat 

proof  ? — No  measures  taken. 

(b)  Action  taken  to  extend  rat-proofing 

(i.)  in  ships  ; (ii.)  on  shore. — Nil. 


RATS  DESTROYED  DURING  1931. 


(1)  On  Vessels. — Nil. 


TABLE  E. 
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TABLE  F. 

(2)  In  Docks,  Quays,  Wharves  and  Warehouses. — Rat  poison 

supplied  at  request. 

TABLE  G. 

Particulars  relating  to  Plague  “ Infected  ” or  “ Suspected  ” Vessels 
arriving  in  the  Port  during  1931.— Nil. 

TABLE  H. 

Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  on  Vessels  from  Plague  infected  Ports 
(other  than  those  included  in  Table  G),  arriving  in  the  Port 
during  1931,  and  number  of  Certificates  issued  in  respect  of 
such  Vessels. — Nil.  Llanelly  not  an  “ approved  ” Port. 

TABLE  I. 

Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  (other  than  those  included  in  Tables 
G and  H)  and  number  of  Certificates  issued  in  respect  of  such 
Vessels  during  1931. — Nil.  Llanelly  not  an  “ approved  ” 
Port. 

VI.— HYGIENE  OF  CREWS’  SPACES. 


TABLE  J. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  NUISANCES. 


Nationality 

of 

Vessel. 

Number 
Inspected 
during  19  1. 

Defects  of 
original 
construction. 

Structural 
defects 
through  wear 
and  tear. 

Dirt,  vermin 
and  other 
conditions 
prejudicial 
to  health. 

British 

50 

3 

Other  Nations  

li 

VII.— FOOD  INSPECTION. 

(1)  Action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regula- 

tions, 1925,  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Milk)  Regulations, 
1926,  and  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food) 
Regulations,  1925  to  1927. — No  action  taken. 

(2)  Shell-fish.  Information  respecting  any  shell-fish  beds  or  layings 

within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority 
stating  whether  they  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Medical 
Officer,  liable  to  pollution.  Report  of  any  action  taken 
under  the  Public  Health  (Shell-fish)  Regulations,  1915. — 
No  action  taken. 
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(3)  Number  of  Samples  of  Food  examined  by:— 

(a)  Bacteriologist — 

Nature  of  Sample  ) ^ 

Result  of  Examination  I 


(b)  Analyst — 

Nature  of  Sample 
Result  of  Examination 


| Nil. 
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Report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  the  Year  1931. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 

Llanelly. 


Mr.  Mayor  and . Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  on  the  work 
carried  out  during  the  year. 

Details  of  the  work  accomplished  are  appended  in  tabular  form, 
and  separate  records  are  submitted  showing  the  work  done  under 
the  Housing  Acts  and  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


Housing  Acts. 

NOTICES. 


Number  of  Section  17  preliminary  notices  served  30 

Number  of  Section  17  preliminary  notices  complied  with  28 

Number  of  Section  17  Statutory  notices  served 3 

Number  of  Section  17  Statutory  notices  complied  with  3 

Number  of  Section  3 Statutory  notices  complied  with  2 


INSPECTIONS. 


Initial  dwelling-house  inspections 
Subsequent  visits  to  dwelling-houses 
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REPAIRS  EXECUTED. 

Total  Pre- 
liminary and 
Preliminary.  Statutory.  Statutory. 

Houses — 

Walls  repaired 

Outside  walls  rendered  24  1 

Floors  repaired 
Floors  renewed 
Floors  ventilated 
Roofs  repaired 
Roofs  renewed 

Raintroughs  renewed  or  repaired 26  2 

Downpipes  renewed  or  repaired  20  5 


20 

24 

22 

3 

2 

17 

3 


20 

25 

22 

7 

2 

17 

5 

28 

25 
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Total  Pre- 
liminary and 


Preliminary. 

Statutory. 

Statutory. 

Chimneys  repaired 

12  ... 

2 .. 

....  14 

Ceilings  repaired 

14 

— 

Wall  plaster  repaired  

33  ... 

3 

36 

Doors  and  frames  repaired 

23  ... 

— 

23 

Lighting  and  Ventilation  of  rooms 
improved 

2 .... 

— 

2 

Window  sashes  or  frames  repaired 

17  .... 

— 

17 

Window  cords  renewed 

30  .... 

— 

30 

Windows  renewed 

8 .... 

— - 

8 

Stairs  repaired 

6 ... 

— 

6 

Skirtings  repaired 

15  ... 

3 

18 

Cupboards  repaired 

3 ... 

— 

3 

Grates  or  ovens  repaired  or  renewed 

6 ... 

2 . 

8 

Walls  or  ceilings  cleansed,  papered 
or  limewashed 

24  ... 



24 

Outbuildings  repaired 

10  ... 

— 

10 

Obstructive  outbuildings  demolished 

1 

— 

1 

Yard  paving  relaid  or  repaired 

8 ... 

— 

8 

Water  taps  repaired  

3 ... 

— 

3 

Accumulations  removed 

1 ... 

... 

1 

Not  classified  repairs  or  nuisances 
abated 

31  ... 

— 

31 

Drainage — 

Drains  tested 

10  ... 

10 

Drains  reconstructed  

7 ... 

— 

7 

Drains  repaired 

4 ... 

— 

4 

Disconnecting  chambers  provided  or 
repaired 

2 ... 

2 

Inspection  Chambers  provided  or 
repaired 

2 ... 

2 

Ventilating  shafts  fixed  or  repaired 

1 

— 

1 

Bath  waste  trapped  or  waste  pipes 
repaired 

1 ... 

— - 

1 

W.C.’s— 

Reconstructed 

3 ... 

3 

Additional  W.C.’s  provided 

3 ... 

— 

3 

New  pans  and  traps  fixed 

10  ... 

3 

13 

Cleansed  .... 

1 

1 

2 

Flushing  cisterns  and  pipes  repaired 
or  renewed 

11  ... 

3 . 

14 

Water  supply  provided  for  flushing 

4 ... 

2 

6 

Other  repairs  executed  or  nuisances 
abated 

1 1 

6 . 

17 
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Public  Health  Acts. 

NOTICES  SERVED,  Etc. 


Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  742 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  complied  with  632 

Number  of  Statutory  notices  served  48 

Number  of  Statutory  notices  complied  with  55 

Number  of  letters  sent  133 

Number  of  complaints  received  143 

Owners,  Agents  or  Contractors,  etc.,  interviewed  943 

Legal  action  taken  — 


DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

Houses  inspected  for  Nuisances 
Houses  inspected  for  Infectious  Diseases 
Houses  re-inspected 
Factories 

Workshops  

Workplaces  

Laundries 

Outworkers  

Dairies 
Cowsheds 
Milkshops 
Milk  Purveyors 
Ice  Cream  premises 

Bakehouses  

Food  Preparing  premises 
Slaughterhouse 
Butchers’  Shops 

Meat  Stalls  

Provision  Stores 

Fishmongers 

Greengrocers’  Shops 
Vehicles 

Restaurants  and  kitchens 

Chip  Shops  

Schools 

Inns  and  Clubs 
Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 
Common  Lodging  Houses 

Flouses  let  in  Lodgings  

Amusement  Places 
Ships 


643 

341 

1,368 

331 

173 

36 

53 

2 

346 

121 

10 

414 

116 

188 

3 

16 

4,489 

1.430 

147 

339 

1,116 

251 

22 

40 

22 

63 

66 

114 

70 

14 

61 
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Offensive  Trades  : — 

Marine  Store  Dealers  155 

Marine  Store  Hawkers  73 

Gutscrapers  14 

Fellmongers  12 

Fish  Friers  406 

Rat  Infestation  47 

Drains  438 

Sewers  78 

Cesspools  14 

Watercourses  46 

Back  Lanes  841 

Stables  72 

Swine  or  other  Animals  100 

Smoke  or  Grit  1 

Accumulations  205 

Water  Supply  29 

Public  Conveniences  10 

Refuse  Tips  139 

Miscellaneous  662 


15,737 


NUISANCES  ABATED. 

Total  Pre- 
liminary and 

Preliminary.  Statutory.  Statutory. 

Houses — 

Walls  repaired  38  24  62 

Outside  walls  rendered  140  43  183 

Floors  renewed  or  repaired  45  20  65 

Floors  ventilated  , 4 1 g 

Roofs  renewed  or  repaired  112  35  147 

Raintroughs  and  Downpipes  renewed 

or  repaired  152  54  206 

Chimneys  repaired  37  12  49 

Ceilings  repaired  46  20  66 

Wall  plaster  repaired  95  35  130 

Doors  and  Frames  repaired  53  31  84 

Lighting  and  Ventilation  of  rooms 

improved  ......  5 6 H 

Window  Sashes  or  Frames  repaired  66  39  105 

Window  Cords  renewed  124  39  153 

Windows  renewed  10  12  22 

Stairs  repaired  19  10  29 

Skirtings  repaired  32  10  42 

Cupboards  repaired  5 3 g 
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Preliminary . 

Statutory. 

Total  Pre- 
liminary and 
Statutory. 

Grates  or  Ovens  repaired  or  renewed 

30 

....  16 

46 

Food  stores  provided  

1 

1 

2 

Walls  or  Ceilings  cleansed,  papered 
or  limewashed 

51  .. 

....  21 

72 

Outbuildings  repaired 

9 ... 

5 

14 

Obstructive  Outbuildings  demolished 

3 ... 

— 

3 

Yard  paving  relaicl  or  repaired 

67 

....  14 

81 

Overcrowding  abated  

3 

— 

3 

Additional  water  taps  provided  

2 

1 

3 

Water  taps  repaired  

8 ... 

2 

10 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated  

19  ... 

— 

19 

Accumulations  removed 

76  ... 

1 

77 

Ashbins  or  other  receptacles  pro- 
vided 

9 ... 

9 

Defective  water  supply  remedied  

21  ... 

3 

24 

Not  classified  repairs  or  nuisances 
abated 

106  ... 

...  32 

138 

Drainage — 

Drains  tested 

175  ... 

175 

New  drains  constructed 

3 ... 

— 

3 

Drains  reconstructed  

7 ... 

— 

7 

Drains  repaired 

80  ... 

4 

84 

Drains  cleansed 

149  ... 

2 

151 

Disconnection  Chambers  provided 
or  repaired 

18  ... 



18 

Disconnecting  traps  fixed 

2 

— 

2 

Inspection  Chambers  provided  or 
repaired 

20  ... 



20 

Ventilating  shafts  fixed  or  repaired 

7 ... 

1 

8 

Fresh  air  inlet  fixed  or  repaired  

12  ... 

1 

13 

Soil  pipes  fixed  or  repaired 

7 ... 

— 

7 

Gullies  fixed 

15  ... 

— 

15 

Sinks  provided 

4 ... 

— 

4 

Sinks  trapped,  or  Waste  Pipes 
repaired 

6 ... 

— 

6 

Bath  Waste  trapped  or  Waste  Pipes 
repaired 

3 ... 

2 

5 

Drains  Inlet  inside  abolished 

2 

2 

W.C.’s— 

Reconstructed  

3 ... 

2 

5 

Ventilation  improved  

7 

— 

7 

Lighting  improved 

5 ... 

5 

Additional  W.C.’s  provided 

2 

1 

3 J 
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Total  Pre- 
liminary and 
Preliminary.  Statutory.  Statutory. 

New  Pans  and  Traps  fixed  60  17  77 

Cleansed  46  3 49 

Flushing  cisterns  and  pipes  repaired 

or  renewed  135  33  168 

Water  supply  provided  for  flushing  42  9 51 

Other  repairs  executed  or  nuisances 

abated  117  38  155 

Urinals — 

Reconstructed  3 — 3 

Lighting  or  Ventilation  improved 1 - — - 1 

Flushing  Cisterns  or  Pipes  fixed  or 

repaired  8 - — - 8 

Walls  repaired  10  — 10 

Walls  rendered  impervious  7 — - 7 

Floors  repaired  8 — - 8 

Other  repairs  or  nuisances  abated 3 — 3 

Cesspools — 

Other  repairs  or  nuisances  abated 2 — 2 

Pail  Closets — 

New  Pails  provided  7 7 

Cleansed  9 . . 9 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds — 

Other  nuisances  abated  or  improve- 
ment effected  6 . 0 

Amusement  Houses — 

W.C.  accommodation  improved  2 2 

Other  nuisances  abated  or  repairs 

executed  5 . 5 

Stables — 

Manure  receptacles  provided  1 1 

Accumulations  removed  27  27 

Rats — 

Baits  laid  .. 

Baits  taken 


441 

184 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Notices  served  for  Factories  11 

Notices  served  for  Workshops  5 

Notices  served  for  Workplaces  * 

Want  of  Cleanliness  10 

Other  Nuisances  12 

Sanitary  accommodation  unsuitable  or  defective  4 

Bakehouses — 

Number  of  notices  served  9 

Want  of  Cleanliness  7 

Other  nuisances  1 

Home  Work — • 

Number  of  notices  sent  to  Firms,  etc.  116 

Number  of  Lists  received  2 

Premises  visited  2 

Other  Matters — 

Number  of  notices  received  from  Factory  Inspector  6 

Reports  of  action  taken  sent  to  Factory  Inspector  6 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  action  was  taken  to  deal  with  nuisance  from  smoke.  Owing 
to  the  depressed  state  of  the  industries  in  the  town  comparatively 
little  nuisance  has  been  caused. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

Borough — 

Number  of  Cowkeepers — Wholesale  Purveyors  1 

Number  of  Cowkeepers — Wholesale  and  Retail  Purveyors  4 

Number  of  Cowkeepers — Retail  Purveyors  11 

Number  of  Wholesale  and  Retail  Purveyors  2 

Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  (not  included  in  above)  18 

Number  of  Cowsheds  18 

Number  of  Dairies  ......  36 

Number  of  Cows  150 

Ex-Borough — 

Number  of  Wholesale  Purveyors  48 

Number  of  Wholesale  and  Retail  Purveyors  7 

Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  (not  included  in  above)  ......  47 
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346  inspections  were  made  of  dairies  in  the  town. 

121  visits  of  cowsheds  and  291  inspections  of  milk  vehicles  were 
made. 

Regular  inspections  of  all  dairies  and  cowsheds  have  been  made 
during  the  year  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  and  a”  general  high  standard  of  cleanliness  has  been 
maintained.  The  following  work  has  been  executed  . - 

New  dairies  constructed 

Existing  dairies  improved  1 

Existing  cowsheds  improved  1 

Drainage  improved  2 

Lighting  improved  2 

Ventilation  improved  2 

Limewashing  or  cleansing  carried  out  106 

Other  repairs  effected  or  nuisances  abated  17 


Milk  Samples  obtained  : — 

Chemical  85 

Bacteriological  98 


ICE  CREAM  PREMISES. 

116  inspections  were  made  of  Ice  Cream  Premises  during  the  year 
and  the  following  work  has  been  executed  : — 


Premises  improved  5 

Limewashing  or  cleansing  carried  out  7 

Other  repairs  or  nuisances  abated  7 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 


Address. 

Keeper. 

Deputy 

Keeper. 

No.  of 
Rooms 

No.  of 
Beds. 

31,  Mill  Lane  

Mrs.  E.  Gwyther 

Mr.  E.  Gwyther 

6 

68 

5,  Upper  Church 
Street. 

Mr.  E.  Jones 

Mr.  T.  Griffiths 

5 

12 

13  & 14,  Church  St. 

Mrs.  A.  Egan 

10 

20 

10,  Island  Place 

Mrs.  E.  Keenan 

Mr.  A.  Wilson  

6 

34 

3,  Park  Terrace  

Mrs.  H.  O’Donoghue 

Mrs.  E.  Davies  

9 

23 

28,  Water  Street 

Mr.  B.  Price 

Mrs.  J.  Price  

4 

10 

These  houses  have  been  kept  under  periodical  supervision  and  no 
serious  contravention  of  the  byelaws  has  been  found. 


50 


Limewashing  or  cleansing  carried  out 12 

Other  repairs  or  nuisances  abated  2 

HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

Number  of  houses  8 

Other  repairs  or  nuisances  abated  3 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

The  following  quantities  of  food  have  been  condemned  and 
destroyed  during  the  year,  exclusive  of  condemnations  made  by 
the  Veterinary  Inspector  : — 

70  lbs.  Pickled  Beef  (decomposition). 

116  lbs.  Frozen  Mutton  (decomposition). 

215  lbs.  Beef  (decomposition). 

46  lbs.  Mutton  (decomposition). 

16  lbs.  Pork  (decomposition). 

37  lbs.  Liver  and  Lungs  (diseased  and  decomposition). 

1 Beasts’  Head  (diseased). 

44  lbs.  Sausages  (decomposition). 

34  lbs.  Tripe  (decomposition). 

15  lbs.  Brawn  (decomposition). 

249  lbs.  Fish — fresh  and  cured — (decomposition). 

200  lbs.  Gooseberries  (diseased  and  decayed). 

31  tons  Potatoes  (diseased). 

81  tins  Fruit  (blown  or  damaged). 

36  tins  Milk  (blown  or  damaged). 

19  tins  Meat  (blown  or  damaged). 

The  following  information  has  been  received  from  the  Veterinary 
Inspector  (Mr.  J.  Campbell  Hill,  M.R.C.V.S.)  : — 

The  numbers  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  1931  are  as 
follows,  and  for  comparison  the  figures  for  1930  are  also  set  out : — 


1931  1930 


Beasts  881  1038 

Calves  ......  1135  1134 

pigs  3922  3546 

Sheep  and  lambs  8380  8483 

Fowls  1534  1322 


Total  15852  • 15523 
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Condemned  as  unfit  for  food  : — 

Beef  ......  995  lbs. 

Liver  2347  lbs. 

Lungs  and  other  parts  1968  lbs. 

Pork  224  lbs. 

Veal  265  lbs. 

Mutton  63  lbs. 

The  conditions  on  accounts  of  which  condemnation  was  necessary 
were  : — Tuberculosis,  and  fluke  and  worm  infestations. 

Stalls,  etc. — 

Names  provided  on  Vehicles,  etc.  2 

Meat  protected  from  contamination  6 

Cleanliness  improved  3 

Receptacles  provided  21 

Shops — 

Ventilation  improved  1 

Cleanliness  improved  ......  j 

Receptacles  provided  7 

Accumulations  removed  8 

Warnings  regarding  labelling  0 


Transport  and  Handling — 

Warnings  regarding  Cleanliness  of  Vehicles,  Receptacles, 
Covering  of  Meat,  etc. 


Fried  Fish  Shops — 

Ventilation  improved 

Cleansing  carried  out 

Potato  washing  room  improved 

Fish  cleaning  room  improved 

Drainage  improved 

Receptacles  provided 

Other  repairs  or  nuisances  abated 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  following  classes  of  business  are  established  in  the  Borough  : 

1 gutscraper. 

2 fellmongers. 

2 marine  store  dealers. 

52  fish  friers. 


Periodical  inspections  are  made  of  all  these  premises 
iolJowing  work  was  executed  : — 

Nuisances  abated  or  repairs  executed 
Warnings  regarding  articles  given  in  exchange 


and  the 

9 

1 
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RENT  RESTRICTION  ACTS. 

No  application  under  these  Acts  received. 

MATTERS  REPORTED  TO  THE  BOROUGH  SURVEYOR. 

The  following  matters  were  reported  to  the  Borough  Surveyor’s 


Department  : — 

Drains  and  sewers  54 

Building  Bye-law  Infringements  1 

Wastage  of  Water  6 

Accumulations  9 

Other  matters  25 


RAT  DESTRUCTION. 

All  complaints  of  rat  infestation  have  received  attention,  and  the 
Market  has  been  baited  several  times  during  the  year.  Baits  of 
various  kinds  are  supplied  to  applicants  at  cost  price. 

FUMIGATIONS. 

The  number  of  houses  fumigated  during  the  year  was  56.  The 
public  mortuary  was  cleaned  and  disinfected  on  9 occasions.  The 
St.  John’s  Ambulance  car  was  fumigated  on  32  occasions  after  it  had 
been  used  for  the  transport  of  patients  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
79  Public  Library  books  were  disinfected.  515  articles  of  clothing 
were  steam  disinfected. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  houses  fumigated  : — 


Wards. 

1.  2.  3.  Total. 


Following  Scarlet  Fever  5 6 2 13 

,,  Diphtheria  2 8 2 12 

„ Tuberculosis  7 1 1 9 

„ Typhoid  Fever  1 — — 

„ Puerperal  Fever  1 — — 1 

„ Other  Diseases  5 2 2 9 

,,  Dirty  and  Verminous  Con- 
ditions   6 5 — 11 


Total  27  22  7 56 


I am,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  EVANS, 

Health  Department,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Old  Town  Hall,  Llanelly. 

August,  1932. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  AND  WORKPLACES. 

1. — Inspection. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

(1) 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(4) 

Factories  (including  Factory 
Laundries) 

331 

20 

Workshops  (including  Workshop 
Laundries) 

173 

5 

Workplaces  (other  than  Out- 
workers’ premises)  

36 

Total 

540 

25 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Particulars. 


(1) 


Found. 


(2) 


Reme- 

died. 

(3) 


Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 


Number  of 
Offences  in 
respect  to 
which  pro- 
secutions 
were  insti- 
tuted. 

(5) 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  :* 

Want  of  Cleanliness 
Want  of  Ventilation 
Overcrowding 
Want  of  drainage  of  floors 
Other  nuisances  .... 

Sanitary  Accommodation  : 
Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 
Not  Separate  for  Sexes 


Offences  under  the  Factoi'y  and 
Workshops  Acts  : 

Illegal  occupation  of  under- 
ground Bakehouse  (s.  101) 
Other  Offences  (excluding  offences 
relating  to  outwork  under 
the  Sections  mentioned  in 
the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  (Factories  and  Work- 
shops Transfer  of  Powers  Order, 
1921)  .... 

Total 


17 


17 


13 


13 


34 


34 


* Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Plealth  Acts. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  (19bl-l931). 
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Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer 
for  the  Year  1931. 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

Staff: 

School  Medical  Officer  : L.  W.  Pole,  M.B.  (Edin.),  D.P.H. 
Assistant  S.M.O.  : L.  M.  Allen,  M.B.  (Belfast),  D.P.H, 

Eye  Specialist  (part-time)  : J.  J.  Healy,  M.B.  (Edin.). 

Dental  Surgeon  : T.  E.  Mathias,  L.R.C.P.  & S.  (Edin.),  L.F.P.S. 
(Glasgow),  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.  (Edin.). 

School  Nurses  : N.  Smith,  M.  Hopkins,  M.  C.  Jones,  G.  Greene, 
G.  M.  Roberts  (also  Health  Visitor). 

Dental  Attendant  : Miss  M.  E.  Williams. 

Clerks  : Senior — M.  E.  Smith  ; Junior — W.  J.  Symmons. 

Medical  Inspection  Arrangements. — The  Board  of  Education 
require  the  medical  inspection  of  all  children  in  public  elementary 
schools  as  soon  as  possible  in  the  twelve  months  following  : — 

(a)  their  admission  to  public  elementary  schools,  and 

(b)  their  attaining  the  age  of  eight  years,  and 

(c)  their  attaining  the  age  of  twelve  years. 

The  Local  Education  Authority  must  also  make  arrangements, 
subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  attending  to 
the  health  and  physical  condition  of  children,  including  : — - 

(a)  the  foilowing-up  of  cases  of  defect  found  in  the  course  of 

medical  inspection  ; 

(b)  the  detection  and  prevention  of  uncleanliness  ; 

(c)  the  medical  treatment  of  defect  of  eyes,  and  teeth,  minor 

ailments  and  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids. 

Besides  the  ‘ routine  ” groups  of  children,  special  inspection  was 
made  of  children  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  School  Medical  Officer 
by  head  teachers,  attendance  officers,  school  nurses  and  parents. 

Number  of  Children  on  Registers  and  Average  Attendance For 

the  year  ended  31st  December,  1931 

(a)  the  number  of  children  on  the  school  registers  was  0454 

(b)  the  average  attendance  for  the  year  was  5806 

(c)  the  percentage  attendance  for  the  year  was  89  9 


The  number  of  schools  in  the  town  is  11,  made  up  of  eight  Boys’ 
Departments,  eight  Girls’  Departments,  six  Infants’  Departments 
and  three  Mixed  Schools — 25  Departments  in  all. 

The  total  number  of  children  inspected  at  “routine”  examinations 
was  1,468.  This  number  was  made  up  of 

494  entrants — 219  boys,  275  girls. 

539  intermediates — 280  boys,  259  girls. 

339  leavers — 48  boys,  291  girls. 

96  other  ages — 50  boys,  46  girls. 

Special  medical  examinations  numbered  854.  These  examinations 
related  mainly  to  children  who  had  formerly  been  inspected  as 
routine  cases,  and  the  examinations  were  in  the  nature  of  following- 
up. 

Inspection  Clinic. — This  Clinic  is  open  weekly  on  the  forenoons  of 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  for  the  examination  of  children  referred  b}' 
head  teachers,  attendance  officers  and  parents.  The  total  number 
of  children  who  attended  during  the  year  was  261,  exclusive  of  374 
children,  who  were  examined  in  regard  to  their  fitness  to  attend  the 
School  Camp. 

The  number  of  re-inspections  was  202. 

The  average  number  of  children  who  attended  the  Clinic  on  each 
of  the  two  days  was  6. 

REVIEW  OF  FACTS  DISCLOSED  BY  MEDICAL 
INSPECTION. 

Height  and  Weight. — The  tables  appended  give  the  number  of 
children  at  each  year  of  age,  and  the  average  height  and  weight. 
The  heights  are  given  in  inches  and  centimetres,  and  the  weights 
in  pounds  and  kilograms. 
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HEIGHTS  AND  WEIGHTS. 
Boys. 


Age. 

No. 

exd. 

Height 

s (average). 

No. 

exd. 

Weights 

(average/. 

Inches. 

Centimetres. 

Pounds. 

Kilograms. 

3 

1 

38.5 

97.79 

1 

34.5 

15.66 

4 

87 

39.39 

100.05 

87 

37.01 

16. SO 

5 

55 

41.12 

104.44 

55 

39.98 

18.15 

6 

33 

43.30 

109.98 

33 

45.42 

20.62 

7 

5 

48.00 

121.92 

5 

53.40 

24.24 

8 

280 

47.80 

121.41 

280 

53.63 

24.34 

9 

32 

48.87 

124.12 

32 

60.60 

27.51 

10 

8 

52.81 

134.13 

8 

69.31 

31.46 

11 

5 

54. 2o 

137.66 

5 

73.60 

33.41 

12 

48 

54.40 

138.17 

48 

70.77 

32.12 

Girls 

• 

Heights 

(average). 

Weights  (average). 

No. 

No. 

exd. 

Inches. 

Centimetres. 

exd. 

Pounds 

Kilograms. 

3 

2 

37.87 

93.18 

2 

34.50 

15.66 

4 

109 

38.68 

9S.24 

109 

35.95 

16.32 

5 

95 

41.06 

104.29 

95 

39.42 

17.89 

6 

34 

42.49 

110.46 

34 

42.33 

19.21 

7 

6 

43.79 

111.22 

6 

45.00 

20.43 

8 

259 

47.63 

120.98 

259 

51.69 

23.46 

9 

24 

49.74 

126.33 

24 

57.39 

26.05 

10 

14 

51.71 

131.34 

14 

64.10 

29.10 

11 

2 

54.37 

138.09 

2 

70.00 

31.78 

12 

232 

56.25 

142.87 

232 

78.46 

35.62 

13 

53 

57.77 

143.73 

53 

83.86 

38.07 

14 

6 

58.58 

148.79 

6 

83.45 

I 

39.24 

GO 


Clothing. — “ Fair  ” — 24  children — 1.63  per  cent.  (15  boys,  9 girls). 

" Bad  ” — 11  children — 0.74  per  cent.  (8  boys,  3 girls). 

Footgear. — “Fair” — 31  children — 2.11  per  cent.  (13  boys,  18  girls). 

“Bad” — 11  children — 0.74  per  cent.  (7  boys,  4 girls). 

These  statistics  show  that  footgear  generally  is  satisfactory. 

Uncleanliness. — Vermin — Hair — boys,  17  (1.15  per  cent.) 

girls,  220  (14.98  per  cent.) 

Body — boys,  21  (1.43  per  cent.) 
girls,  17  (1.15  per  cent.) 

In  addition  to  the  routine  medical  inspections,  periodical  visits 
are  paid  to  the  schools  by  one  of  the  school  nurses,  who  examines 
all  the  children  in  regard  to  cleanliness.  Records  are  kept  of  these 
inspections  of  the  School  Nurses  (see  Group  V.,  page  00).  Where 
verminous  conditions  are  found,  the  parents  are  notified,  and  they 
are  instructed  in  regard  to  the  measures  that  should  be  adopted  to 
free  the  hair  from  vermin — usually  present  in  the  form  of  nits. 

Nutrition. — Good,  1,327 — 90.5  per  cent,  (boys  524,  girls  803). 

Fair,  119 — 8.10  per  cent,  (boys  64,  girls  55). 

Bad,  22 — 1.4  per  cent,  (boys  9,  girls  13). 

Although  the  number  of  children  suffering  from  definite  malutrin- 
tion  is  not  high,  the  number  in  the  “ fair  ” category  is  excessive. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  great  bulk  of  malnutrition  which  is  not 
due  to  disease  or  bad  hygienic  conditions  is  caused  not  so  much  bjr 
actual  lack  of  food  as  by  the  improper  selection  or  preparation  of 
food.  It  has  now  been  proved  beyond  any  doubt  that  one  of  the 
most  valuable  foods  is  milk,  and  generally  the  experience  is  that 
this  is  not  a common  article  of  diet.  It  is  a significant  fact  that  the 
best  nourished  children  are  the  infants  in  whose  dietary  milk  figures 
prominently.  Fresh  milk  is  in  fact  not  only  one  of  the  most 
nutritious  and  health-giving  foods,  but  it  is  also  one  of  the  cheapest. 

Skin  Diseases. — 57  cases,  3.88  per  cent. 

Eye  Diseases. — Blepharitis  : 38  children — 2.72  per  cent.  (14  boy 

24  girls). 

Squint  : 16  children — 1.08  per  cent. 

Eye  strain  and  corneal  opacities  : 1 child. 
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Defective  Vision. — The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the 
examination  of  929  children  :• — ■ 


Defective  Vision. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Per  cent 

(1)  Both  eves  normal 

301 

496 

797 

85.7 

(2)  One  eye  normal,  one  eye  slightly  defective 

10 

20 

30 

3.2 

(3)  One  eye  normal,  one  eye  very  defective  

13 

22 

35 

3.7 

(4)  Both  eyes  slightly  defective 

7 

23 

SO 

3.2 

(5)  One  eye  slightly  defective,  one  eye  very 
defective 

3 

9 

12 

1.3 

(6)  Both  eyes  very  defective 

4 

21 

25 

2.9 

Totals  

338 

391 

929 

100.0 

1 and  2 are  classed  as  “ good  ” vision — 88.9  per  cent.  ; 3 and  4 as 
“ fair  ” vision — 6.9  per  cent.  ; and  5 and  6 as  “ bad  ” vision — 4.2 
percent. 

Defective  Hearing. — 14  children-^0.9  per  cent.  (5  boys,  9 girls) 
had  markedly  defective  hearing,  the  whispering  test  being  used  ; 
9 children  had  ear  disease  ; in  7 there  was  disease  of  the  internal 
ear. 

Nose  and  Throat. — Enlarged  tonsils  of  moderate  degree,  328 

children — 22.33  per  cent.  (138  boys,  190 
girls). 

Enlarged  tonsils  of  marked  degree,  155 
children — 10.55  per  cent.  (57  boys, 
98  girls). 

Tonsils  and  adenoids  present  together,  17 
children — 1.15  per  cent.  (9  boys,  8 girls'). 

Speech. — Defective  speech,  8 children — -0.54  per  cent. 

Heart  and  Circulation. — 

Organic  disease  of  heart — 13  children — 0.88  per  cent. 

Functional  disorders  of  heart — 91  children — 6.19  per  cent. 

Anaemia — 269  children — 11.51  per  cent. 

A moderate  degree  of  anaemia  is  extremely  prevalent  amongst 
school  children.  If  milk  were  consumed  more  freely  this  condition 
would  be  rare.  Other  preventatives  of  malnutrition  and  anaemia 
are  fresh  air  particularly  during  the  night  and  an  adequate  amount 
of  sleep. 
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Rickets. — 9 children — 5 boys  and  4 girls — showed  some  signs  of 
deformity  resulting  from  this  disease. 

Special  Examinations. — The  chief  conditions  discovered  were  : — 
Skin  diseases,  35  ; eye  diseases,  27  ; defective  vision  and  squint,  15  ; 
organic  heart  disease,  28  ; anaemia,  251  ; pulmonary  tuberculosis,  2 ; 
chorea,  11. 

Vaccination. 


Vaccination. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Per  cent. 

Vaccinated 

435 

622 

1057 

72.00 

Not  Vaccinated 

162 

249 

411 

28.00 

Previous  History  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


Measles. 

Whooping 

Cough 

Chicken 

Pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria 

No. 

%> 

No. 

°/0 

No. 

°/o 

No. 

°/o 

No. 

°/o 

Boys 

436 

73.0 

253 

42  3 

180 

30.1 

19 

3.1 

29 

4.8 

Gills 

637 

75.4 

404 

43.3 

281 

32.1 

46 

5.2 

53 

6.0 

Total 

If  93 

74.4 

657 

44.7 

461 

31.4 

65 

4.4 

82 

5.5 

TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  AT  MEDICAL 

INSPECTION. 

School  Clinic. — The  average  daily  attendance  was  50.  The 
-attendance  ranged  between  30  and  60  on  the  days  when  the  schools 
were  open.  During  all  holidays  the  clinic  is  open  for  treatment. 

When  the  condition  of  a child  is  such  that  general  treatment  is 
indicated,  remedies  such  as  Parrish’s  Food,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Malt 
Extract,  or  Ostelin  are  provided.  In  necessitous  cases  no  charge  is 
made,  but  the  free  issue  of  these  preparations  is  comparatively 
infrequent. 


03 


The  following  Table  gives  a summary  of  the  work  of  the  School 
Clinic  : — 

Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments. 


Condition. 

No.  of  cases  under 
treatment  on 
1st  January,  1930 

Total  No.  of  Cases. 

Total 

Attendances. 

Average 
Attendances 
per  Child. 

Cured. 

"d 

(D 

> 

O 

Ph 

S 

i— i 

Not  Improved. 

Under  Treatment 
at  end  of  year. 

Remarks. 

Ringworm  : Head 

13 

278 

21.3 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Body 

16 

265 

16.5 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scabies 

11 

175 

15.8 

9 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Impetigo 

211 

1923 

9.1 

211 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor  Injuries 

414 

2719 

6.5 

414 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Septic  Sores 

680 

5731 

8.4 

680 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Vermin  : Head 

22 

262 

11.4 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Skin  Diseases  

23 

277 

12.0 

23 

- 

— 

— 

Ear  Disease  

1 

12 

12.0 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Eye  Disease 

— 

37 

279 

7.5 

35 

2 

— 

1 

1* 

Miscellaneous 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

— -- 

— 

Total 

— 

1428 

11951 

8.2 

1424 

4 

— 

3 

1* 

* Did  not  attend 

Defective  Vision. — Children  are  examined  at  the  Eye  Clinic 
after  being  referred  to  the  Eye  Specialist  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer. 


To  be 
Examined 
by  Eye 
Specialist. 

Examined 
by  Eye 
Specialist. 

Spectacles 
and  ob 

prescribed 

:ained. 

Spectacles 
prescribed 
but  not 
yet 

obtained. 

Other 

treatment 

than 

Spectacles. 

Awaiting 

Examina- 

tion. 

At  cost  of 
E.C. 

At  cost  of 
Parent. 

121 

121 

33 

46 

26 

16 

— 
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Dull  and  Backward  Children.— The  following  report  lias  been 
prepared  by  Dr.  Allen,  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer 

There  are  now  four  special  classes  in  the  borough,  two  classes  for 
boys  and  two  for  girl's.  The  classes  for  boys  are  in  Old  Road  and 
Lakeheld  Boys’  Schools,  those  for  girls  in  Market  Street  and  Lake- 
field  Girls’  Schools. 

The  special  class  in  Market  Street  Girls’  School  was  re-established 
in  1931  as  one  class  for  girls  was  found  to  be  inadequate.  Special 
classes  for  whatever  type  of  child  must  necessarily  be  small,  as  one 
benefit  of  such  classes  is  derived  from  the  individual  attention  which 
each  child  receives. 

Appended  will  be  found  a table  showing  the  numbers  dealt  with 
during  the  year  : 


Transferred  from  ordinary  to  special  class  14  28 

Retained  in  special  classes  6 13 

Number  of  children  in  classes  in  1931  20  41 

Transferred  from  special  to  ordinary  class 12  7 

Retained  in  ordinary  class  16  7 

Consent  to  transfer  to  special  class  not  received  1 4 


Altogether  105  children  were  submitted  to  mental  tests  during 
the  year. 

Corroborating  the  experience  of  former  years,  the  progress  made 
by  the  children  in  these  classes  is  satisfactory.  After  six  months 
an  improvement  is  noted  in  these  children  not  only  educationally 
but  socially,  and  that  this  progress  is  maintained  after  their  return 
to  the  ordinary  class  is  evident  from  the  reports  of  the  teachers  and 
from  the  fact  that  no  children  have  required  re-transference  to  the 
special  class.  It  is  found,  however,  that  the  earlier  a child  is  trans- 
ferred to  a special  class,  the  greater  is  the  possibility  of  a short  stay 
and  re-transference  to  an  ordinary  class  with  children  of  his  own  age. 
Children  admitted  at  a later  age  are  not  so  impressionable  as  those 
younger,  and,  therefore,  derive  less  benefit  from  the  special  instruc- 
tion received,  and  they  have,  as  a rule  a well-marked  inferiority 
complex  owing  to  the  retardation  in  their  work.  This  is  not  lessened 
when  they  are  placed  in  a class  where  the  average  age  is  less  than 
their  own. 

There  is  still  some  difficulty  in  getting  the  consent  of  parents  to 
a transfer  to  a special  class.  In  1931,  there  were  five  refusals.  The 
idea  is  prevalent  that  such  a transfer  marks  a child  as  being  mentally 
deficient.  Such  an  idea  is,  of  course,  quite  wrong.  These  classes 
are  for  backward  children,  and  a child  may  be  backward  for  many 
reasons,  such  as  irregular  attendance,  tonsils  and  adenoids,  defective 
vision  or  hearing.  One  of  the  commonest  causes  of  " backward- 
ness ” is  irregular  attendance  due  to  ill-health.  After  a prolonged 
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absence  from  school  the  child  returns  to  his  class  and  finds  himself 
unable  to  cope  with  the  work.  He  becomes  disheartened  and, 
finally,  gives  up  the  attempt.  Six  months  in  a special  class  with 
individual  attention  would  enable  such  a child  to  make  up  for  lost 
time,  and  he  would  re-enter  his  ordinary  class  again  capable  of  doing 
the  work. 

I would  like  also  to  plead  for  the  child  who  is  not  merely  backward, 
but  whose  intelligence  is  below  the  normal.  Parents  sometimes 
refuse  to  recognise  this  disability,  and  attempt  to  force  the  child  to 
learn.  This  treatment  is  a great  mistake.  It  is  not  kind  to  such 
a child  to  keep  him  in  an  ordinary  class  for  the  work  of  which  he  is 
unfitted.  He  becomes  conscious  of  his  inferiority,  and  makes  no 
effort  to  learn.  This  type  of  child  benefits  greatly  by  the  individual 
attention  and  instruction  he  receives  in  the  special  class.  He  does 
not  feel  inferior  to  his  fellows,  his  interest  is  stimulated,  and  educa- 
tionally he  reaches  the  highest  level  of  which  he  is  capable. 

Appreciation  is  due  to  the  teachers  of  these  classes.  Their  duties 
are  arduous,  as  the  special  class  is  not  one,  but  comprises  several 
small  classes.  The  ages  vary,  the  causes  for  which  the  children 
enter  are  numerous,  and  each  child  must  be  taught  individually. 
That  their  progress  is  so  satisfactory  is  due  to  the  patience  and 
perseverance  of  the  teachers. 

Notification  of  Feeble  Minded  and  Other  Children. — One  child 
(one  girl)  was  notified  to  the  Local  Authority,  the  County  Council, 
under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Regulations,  1928,  under  Article  2 (a). 

Dental  Treatment. — The  School  Dentist  submits  the  following 
table  showing  the  number  of  children  dealt  with  and  the  nature 
of  the  work  done  for  the  routine  age  groups.  It  will  be  seen  that 
just  over  80  per  cent,  of  the  children  inspected  required  treatment, 
and  that  in  80  per  cent,  of  these  the  parents  consented  to  treatment. 

In  addition  to  the  routine  cases,  161  specials  were  also  attended 
to  during  the  year. 


66 


Age. 

No.  In- 
spected. 

No.  found 
to  require 
treatment. 

Number 

treated. 

Teeth 

Filled. 

Teeth 

Ex- 

tracted. 

Percentage 
of  Teeth 
filled  to 
Teeth 
extracted. 

5 

41 G 

376—90.3% 

268—71.0% 

112 

359 

31% 

6 

455 

391—85.9% 

283—72.4% 

176 

579 

30% 

7 

568 

488—85.8% 

388—79.5% 

160 

757 

21% 

S 

476 

385—80.8% 

306—79.5% 

291 

S33 

35% 

9 

196 

173-88.2% 

157—90.8% 

91 

67 

135% 

10 

567 

402—70.9% 

355—88.3% 

203 

523 

39% 

11 

210 

175—88.3% 

161—92.0% 

73 

87 

84% 

12 

448 

295—65.8% 

274—92.9% 

199 

217 

91% 

All  ages 

3336 

2685—80.4% 

2192—81.6% 

1305 

3422 

38% 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. — Three  new  cases  were  submitted  for 
examination  by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  of  the  Prince  of  Wales’ 
Hospital,  Cardiff,  on  account  of  deformity  of  the  legs  or  arms.  In 
one  case  (P.M.),  hospital  treatment  was  necessary,  followed  by 
attendance  at  the  hospital  periodically  for  further  advice.  In  the 
second  case  (O.R.),  orthopaedic  treatment  was  not  considered 
advisable.  In  the  third  case  (R.J.H.),  after  X-Ray  examination 
no  treatment  was  advised,  but  the  patient  was  kept  under  observa- 
tion. Nine  of  the  “ old  cases  ” were  re-examined  during  1931, 
chiefly  for  the  renewal  of  appliances  or  alterations  to  special  boots. 

PHYSICAL  TRAINING. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  the  report  for  1931  of  the  Physical 
Training  Organiser,  Mr.  T.  Davies  : — 

Physical  Exercises. — During  the  year,  the  good  standard  of  work 
usually  seen  has  been  maintained.  The  team  method  of  class 
organisation  continues,  and  group  formation  for  the  exercises  are 
quickly  arranged.  In  the  formal  exercises,  the  positions  are  good 
and  increasing  muscular  control  demanded.  Rhythmic  arm  and 
leg  movements  are  more  frequently  executed  with  vigour  and 
precision,  and  the  majority  of  the  lessons  are  thoroughly  enjoyed. 

There  is  a better  conception  of  the  main  features  that  make  for 
an  effective  physical  training  lesson,  and  the  majority  of  the  teachers 
realise  the  importance  of  vigorous  bodily  movement. 
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In  the  senior  schools  efforts  have  been  made  to  bring  about  a 
wider  scope  in  the  teaching  of  physical  exercises  and  the  general 
activity  part  of  the  lesson.  Pending  the  provision  of  a gymnasium 
and  gymnastic  equipment  comparatively  small  results  are  to  be 
expected  of  these  efforts. 

An  increasing  number  of  teachers  make  use  of  the  Welsh  language 
when  teaching  physical  exercises  and  games.  It  is  observed  that 
the  children  apply  themselves  equally  well  when  the  commands  are 
given  in  Welsh. 

Without  exception,  the  head  teachers  have  continued  to  show 
marked  interest  in  physical  exercises,  not  only  during  the  lessons, 
but  also  when  arranging  new  time-tables,  allowing  additional  periods 
for  children  with  bad  posture. 

Organised  Games. — The  games  played  at  the  end  of  the  physical 
exercises  lesson  include  practises  which  have  a definite  bearing  on 
the  games  played  during  the  organised  games’  lesson.  It  is,  how- 
ever, being  more  and  more  recognised  that  a graded  scheme  of  games 
is  essential  in  every  school,  and  class.  In  the  majority  of  the  schools, 
a list  of  the  games  and  folk  dances  taught  is  passed  on  to  the  next 
teacher  when  the  children  move  forward  to  a new  class.  In  this 
way,  the  games  and  dances  are  properly  arranged  and  the  progressive 
principle  maintained  throughout  the  school.  Probably,  the  weakest 
part  of  the  games  training  is  the  lack  of  coaching  and  training  in 
tactics.  Thorough  preparation  is  essential  in  order  to  conduct  a 
successful  games  lesson  with  a class  of  40  children. 

Play  Centres. — During  the  winter  months  two  evening  play  centres 
were  open  on  three  evenings  a week.  These  centres  are  well 
provided  with  apparatus,  and  the  children  thoroughly  enjoy 
their  stay  there.  Some  of  the  useful  occupations  include  the 
making  of  bean  bags,  and  team  colours  for  the  school  children. 

Teachers’  Folk  Dance  Class. — About  50  teachers  are  members 
of  this  class,  which  was  formed  four  years  ago.  Each  year  a number 
of  new  members  are  enrolled.  The  work  done  at  these  classes 
includes  all  types  of  English  and  Scandinavian  folk  dances.  This 
year  a number  of  dances  suitably  arranged  to  Welsh  music  have  been 
taught. 

Evening  Classes. — East  September,  two  head  masters  invited 
their  old  scholars  to  join  evening  classes  in  physical  training.  Nearly 
100  invitations  were  accepted,  and  three  classes  were  formed.  Two 
of  these  were  held  at  Old  Road  Boys’  School,  and  the  other  at  New 
Dock  Boys’  School.  Accommodation  at  both  these  places  was  very 
restricted.  As  this  is  the  first  time  for  evening  classes  in  physical 
training  to  be  organised,  a good  beginning  has  been  made. 
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These  young  men  are  now  looking  forward  to  next  winter,  and  are 
hoping  for  better  accommodation  and  more  gymnastic  apparatus. 
If  every  head  teacher  sends  out  similar  invitations,  we  may  have 
hundreds  of  applications  from  boys  and  girls  who  have  left  school. 
The  absence  of  a properly  equipped  gymnasium  will,  however, 
prevent  these  young  people  from  deriving  the  fullest  benefit  from 
such  training  for  some  time. 

Bacteriological  Examination. — 

Number  of  swabs  examined  for  diphtheria  30 

Diphtheria  bacilli  present  in  one  case. 

The  numbers  in  the  statement  are  included  in  those  given  on 
page  6. 

School  Camp. — During  the  months  of  May,  June,  August  and 
September,  the  School  Camp  at  Pendine  was  occupied  by  children 
sent  by  a number  of  Education  Authorities  in  South  Wales, 
principally  from  the  mining  areas.  The  arrangements  made  for  the 
children  were  on  the  same  lines  as  in  the  preceding  years,  when  the 
expense  of  the  Camp  was  borne  by  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London’s 
Fund.  The  total  number  of  children  who  occupied  the  camp  during 
the  four  months  was  1,298,  each  contingent  of  boys  and  girls  spending 
two  weeks  in  residence.  The  total  nett  cost  of  maintaining  the 
children  at  the  Camp  was  £1,312  16s.  7d.  The  nett  cost  per  child 
to  each  Authority  sending  children  was  £1  Os.  3d. 

Very  wet  weather  was  frequently  experienced,  but  in  spite  of 
this  much  improvement  resulted  in  the  physique  of  the  children. 
Very  few  cases  of  illness  occurred.  Two  children  were  removed  to 
the  Llanelly  Borough  Isolation  Hospital  on  account  of  Measles  and 
Diphtheria. 

The  camp  was  visited  on  several  occasions  by  representatives  of 
the  Education  Authorities  who  had  sent  children  to  the  camp. 

Consideration  has  been  given  by  Education  Authorities  of  South 
Wales  to  the  question  whether  the  camp  should  be  continued  on 
the  basis  of  a live-year  scheme,  or  other  period  to  be  agreed  upon 
by  the  participating  Authorities.  In  this  event  a number  of 
alterations  at  the  camp  would  be  necessary — improvement  in 
drainage  of  the  site  and  new  latrines,  new  arrangements  for  ablution, 
and  provision  of  isolation  and  storage  accommodation.  In  the 
meantime,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  use  part  of  one  of  the 
sleeping  huts  to  provide  nurse’s  quarters  and  isolation  and  storage 
accommodation. 

During  the  month  of  August,  the  camp  was  occupied  by  children 
attending  the  Llanelly  Schools.  132  girls  were  at  the  camp  for  two 
weeks  in  August,  followed  by  a similar  number  of  boys  in  the 
subsequent  two  weeks.  In  the  first  period,  Dr.  Allen,  Assistant 
School  Medical  Officer,  was  in  charge  of  the  camp. 
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Medical  Examination  of  Teachers. — Seven  teachers  were  medically 
examined  on  appointment  to  schools  and  were  found  fit  for  duty. 

SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Periodical  inspections  have  been  made  of  all  the  public  elementary 
schools  of  the  town. 

Most  of  the  defects  enumerated  in  the  Annual  Report  of  1930 
(Sanitary  Condition  of  Schools — page  87)  have  been  attended  to. 
Other  improvements  are  contemplated.  The  repairs  and  improve- 
ments required  at  Copperworks  (Boys’  Department)  and  Bigyn 
(Boys’  and  Girls’  Departments)  have  not  yet  been  attended  to,  but 
these,  with  certain  repairs  required  at  the  various  schools,  are 
provided  for  in  the  estimates  for  the  current  year  1932. 


TABLE  I. 

Return  of  Medical  Inspections. 

A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 


Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections  : 

Entrants  494 

Intermediates  539 

Leavers  339 


Total  1,372 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections 96 


B.—OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 


Number  of  Special  Inspections  1,489 

Number  of  Re-Inspections 202 

Total  1,691 


70 

TABLE  II. 

A. — Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1931. 


Routine 

Inspections. 


No.  of  Defects. 


Speci  .1 
Inspections. 


No.  of  Defects. 


Defect  or  Disease 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

Requiring 

observation. 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

Malnutrition 

22 

119 

85 

Uncleanliness 

Ringworm  : Scalp 

1 

Body 

3 

Skin 

Scabies 

1 

Impetigo 

4 

5 

Other  Diseases  (Non-Tuber- 

culous) 

48 

30 

f Blepharitis 

38 

9 

Conjunctivitis 

10 

Keratitis 

Eye 

Corneal  Opacities 

Defective  Vision  (excluding 

Squint) 

102 

30 

6 

Squint 

16 

9 

Other  Conditions 

7 

8 

(Defective  Hearing 

14 

Ear 

Otitis  Media  

7 

10 

, Other  Ear  Diseases 

2 

6 

/Enlarged  Tonsils  only 

155 

328 

268 

Nose 

Adenoids  only 

2 

3 

and 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and 

Throat 

Adenoids  

17 

12 

vOther  Conditions 

1 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non- 

Tuberculous) 

385 

Defective  Speech 

5 

/ Heart  Disease  : 

Heart  and  J Organic 

13 

28 

Circulation  ) Functional 

91 

v Anaemia  

19 

250 

7 

so 


3 > 
cr  b 
« cn 

I ,2 

o 


198 


351 


497 

9 


156 

244 
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TABLE  II. — Continued. 


Detect  or  Disease. 


Routine 

Inspections. 

No.  of  Defects. 

be  2 

a c 

c .2 

•h  CD 

.h  6 

:sts 

p ^ 

G > 

cr 

CD  «D 

cr1  p 

£ 

o 

Special 

Inspections. 


No.  of  Defects. 


bo+i 
G £ 
•P  <D 

il 

cG  rt 
<D  CD 


.£  g 

G > 
rr1  Jh 

£ s 

Ph  XI 
o 


| Bronchitis 

Lungs  J Other  Non-Tuberculous 
I Diseases 


76 

9 


70 

17 


' Pulmonary  : 
Definite  . 
Suspected 


2 


7 


Tuber- 
culosis ■ 


Nervous 

System 


Non-Pulmonary  : 

Glands 

Spine 

Hip 

Other  bones  and  joints 
Skin 

Other  Forms 


( Epilepsy 
- Chorea 

I Other  Conditions 


1 

4 

4 


5 

11 

4 


Dolor-  i Rickets 
mities  j Spinal  Curvature 
( Other  Forms 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases 


9 

4 

11 

44 


1 


1 

27 

114 


B. — Number  of  individual  Children  found  at  Routine  Medical 
Inspection  to  require  Treatment  (excluding  Uncleanliness 
and  Dental  Diseases) . 


Group. 

Number  o: 

Children. 

Percentage 
of  children 
found  to 
require 
treatment. 

Inspected. 

Found  to 
require 
treatment. 

Code  Groups  : Entrants 

494 

42 

8 50 

Intermediates 

539 

31 

5 75 

Leavers 

339 

69 

20.35 

Total  (Code  Groups) 

1372 

142 

10.34 

Other  Routine  Inspections  . 

96 

8 

833 

TABLE  III. — Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area. 


— — 

Boys 

Girls 

Total  J 

Children  suffe 
combinati 
Epilepsy, 
category 

ring  from  the  following  types  of  Multiple  Defect,  i.e.,  any 
on  of  Total  Blindness,  Total  Deafness,  Mental  Defect, 
Active  Tuberculosis,  Crippling  (as  defined  in  penultimate 
Df  the  Table),  or  Heart  Disease 

Blind  (includ- 
ing  partial- 
ly blind). 

Suitable  for  train- 
ing in  a School  for 
the  totally  blind. 

At  Certified  Schools  for  the  Blind  

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Isntitution 

Suitable  for  train- 
ing in  a School  for 
the  partially  blind. 

At  Certified  Schools  for  the  Blind  or 
Partially  Blind 

Ay  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 

Deaf  (includ- 
ing  deaf 
and  dumb 
and  par- 
tially deaf) 

Suitable  for  train- 
ing in  a School  for 
the  totally  deaf  or 
deaf  and  dumb. 

At  Certified  Schools  for  the  Deaf 
At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

i 

Suitable  for  training 
in  a School  for  the 
partially  deaf. 

At  Certified  Schools  for  the  Deaf  or 

Partially  Deaf 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 

Mentally 

Defective. 

Feebleminded. 

At  Certified  Schools  for  Mentally 
Defective  Children 
At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 

20 

41 

1 

61 

1 

Epileptics. 

Suffering  from  severe 
epilepsy. 

At  Certified  Schools  for  Epileptics  .... 
At  Certified  Residential  Open  Air 
Schools 

At  Certified  Day  Open  Air  Schools  .... 
At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Suffering  from  epi- 
lepsy which  is  not 
severe. 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  no  School  or  Institution 

2 

3 

5 

73 


TABLE  III. — Continued. 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Physically 

Defective. 

Active  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  (in-c 
eluding  pleura  and 
intrathoracic 
glands). 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium  Schools 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  or  the  Board 
At  Certified  Residential  Open  Air 
Schools 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 

Quiescent  or  arrested 
pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis (including 
pleura  and  intra- 
thoracic glands). 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium  Schools 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  or  the  Board 
At  Certified  Residential  Open  Air 
Schools 

At  Certified  Day  Open  Air  Schools 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 

5 

5 

10 

Tuberculosis  of  the 
peripheral  glands. 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium  Schools 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  or  the  Board 
At  Certified  Residential  Open  Air 
Schools 

At  Certified  Day  Open  Air  Schools 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  Schools  or  Institution 

3 

3 

Abdominal  tuber- 
culosis. 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium  Schools 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  or  the  Board 
At  Certified  Residential  Open  Air 
Schools 

At  Certified  Day  Open  Air  Schools 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 

2 

3 

5 

Tuberculosis  of  bones 
and  joints  (not  in- 
cluding deformities 
due  to  old  tuber- 
culosis). 

At  Sanatoria  or  Hospital  Schools 
approved  by  the  Ministry  or 
Health  or  the  Board 
At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  other 
orhans  (skin,  etc.) 

At  Sanatoria  or  Hospital  Schools 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
or  the  Board  ... 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

= 

1 
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TABLE  III. — Continued. 


Boys 

Girls 

C3 

4-> 

o 

H 

Physically 
Defective, 
(continued) . 

Delicate  Children, 
i.e.,  all  children 
(except  those  in- 
cluded in  other 
groups)  whose 
general  health  ren- 
ders it  desirable 
that  they  should 
be  specially  selec- 
ted for  admission 
to  an  Open  Air 
School. 

At  Certified  Residential  Cripple 
Schools 

At  Certified  Day  Cripple  Schools 
At  Certified  Residential  Open  Air 
Schools 

At  Certified  Day  Open  Air  Schools 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 

39 

28 

67 

Crippled  Children 
other  than  those 
with  active  tuber- 
culous disease) 

who  are  suffering 
from  a degree  of 
crippling  sufficient- 
ly severe  to  inter- 
fere materially  with 
a child’s  normal 
mode  of  life. 

At  Certified  Hospital  Schools 
At  Certified  Residential  Cripple 
Schools 

At  Certified  Day  Cripple  Schools  

At  Certified  Residential  Open  Air 
Schools 

At  Certified  Day  Open  Air  Schools 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 

10 

11 

21 

Children  with  heart 
disease,  i.e.,  chil- 
dren whose  defect 
is  so  severe  as  to 
necessitate  the  pro- 
vision of  educa- 
tional facilities 
other  than  those  of 
the  public  elemen- 
tary school. 

At  Certified  Hospital  Schools 
At  Certified  Residential  Cripple 
Schools 

At  Certified  Day  Cripple  Schools 
At  Certified  Residential  Open  Air 
Schools 

At  Certified  Day  Open  Air  Schools 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

1 

■ . -•«  • 
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TABLE  IV. 

Return  of  Defects  treated  during  the  Year  ended  31st  December, 

1931. 


GROUP  I. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for 
which  see  Group  Y.). 


Disease  or  Defect. 

Number  of  Defects  Tre 
or  under  Treatment  d 
the  year. 

ated, 

uring 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Otherwise 

Total. 

skin  : — 

Ringworm — Scalp 

13 

13 

Ringworm — Body 

16 

16 

Scabies 

11 

11 

Impetigo 

211 

211 

Other  Skin  Disease 

23 

23 

Minor  Eye  Detects  (External  and  other, 

but  excluding  cases  falling  in 

Group  11.) 

37 

37 

Minor  Ear  Defects 

1 

1 

Miscellaneous 

(e.g  , minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores, 

chilblains,  &c.) 

1116 

1116 

Total 

1428 

1428 

7G 


TABLE  IV. — Continued. 

GROUP  II.— Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye 
Defects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments.— Group  I.). 


Number  of  Defects  dealt  with 


Defect  or  Disease. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Submitted  to 
refraction  by 
private  prac- 
titioner or  at 
hospital  apart 
from  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Otherwise 

Total. 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including 
Squint)  

1 

1 105 

j 

105 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of  the 
Eyes  (excluding  those  re- 
corded  in  Group  I.) 

16 

16 

Total 

1 121 

i 

121 

Total  number  of  Children  for  whom  Spectacles  were  prescribed 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme 

(b)  Otherwise 

Total  number  of  Children  who  obtained  or  received  Spectacles 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme 

(b)  Otherwise  ' 


GROUP  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Received  Operative  Treatment. 

Received 
other 
forms  of 
Treatment. 

Total 

number 

Treated. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme  in 
Clinic  or 
Hospital. 

By  private  prac- 
titioner or 
hospital  apart 
from  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Total. 

31 

31 

S1  . 

77 


GROUP  IV. — Dental  Defects. 


(1)  Number  of  children  who  were 
(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist 

Aged. 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 


Routine  Age  Groups 


416 

455 

568 

476 

196 

567 

210 

448 


Total  3336 


Specials 
Grand  Total 


Total 


(b)  Found  to  require  treatment 

(c)  Actually  treated 

(2)  Half-days  devoted  to  f Inspection  42 

( Treatment  418 

(3)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 

(4)  Fillings  -f  Permanent  Teeth 1040  1 „ 

(Temporary  Teeth 265  j Total 

(5)  Extractions  j Permanent  Teeth 605  1 

( temporary  Teeth 2817  j 

(6)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions 

(7)  Other  operations  f Termanent  Teeth 16  1 + 1 

(Temporary  Teeth 35  j Total 

GROUP  V.  Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions. 

W AVGyear  SCh°01  the 

^ T°‘“oS  Ntoseasminati°nS  °f  ChMren  Schools 
W Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean 
(iv.)  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made 
by  the  (Local  Education  Authority  7gements  made 
( .)  Number  of  cases  m which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  - 

a)  Under  the  Education  Act  1921  weie  tal<en  . 
(b)  Under  School  AttendanceByelawsZ' 


161 

3497 

2846 

2353 

460 

4656 

1305 

3422 

7 

52 


2.8 

10097 

651 

9.9. 


